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Until services start again - see 'From the Vicarage' - the
church will be open for private prayer twice weekly on
Tuesdays from 9 till 11am and Fridays from 2 till 4pm. We
hope to make announcements about reopening for worship
soon. Please see St Oswald's website
stoswaldschurch.org.uk and Facebook page for details.
Online worship is available on St Oswald's Youtube
channel.
St Oswald's Church, 17 Malvern Way, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 3QL
Contacts
Vicar: Revd. Robert Riley-Braley tel:01923 332244
email: vicar@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Lay-Reader: Tony Barton tel: 01923 897256
email: tony.barton@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Lay-Reader: Magdalena Pletsch
email: magdalena.pletsch@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Maurice Lisley
email:maurice.lisley@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Steve Carpenter
email: steve.carpenter@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Treasurer: Karen Pryse
email:karen.pryse@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
PCC Secretary: Brian Thomson
email: secretary@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Hall Bookings: email hall-bookings@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
General Enquiries email: info@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
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Dear friends,
A few weeks ago, I responded to a
Facebook request for help in replenishing
reading matter for a villager’s elderly
relative. I was only too glad to supply an
appreciative reader with some of the
books left over from last year’s jumble
sale, currently residing in the Vicarage
garage. On making a suitable selection, I
was intrigued to find a nearly mint Penguin edition of Daniel Defoe’s “A
Journal of the Plague Year”. What I had passed over last year, now
seemed all too relevant and I decided that this was a book I would hang
onto and read with keen interest.
From the modern introduction I soon learned that what purports to be a
contemporary “journal” of the Great Plague that ravaged London in
1665 is in fact a careful fiction, albeit based on detailed investigation,
not written until nearly 50 years later. Daniel Defoe, famous now as the
author of “Robinson Crusoe”, was only a small child at the time of the
plague and probably evacuated from London for its duration. However,
his uncle stayed on and it seems likely that much of what Defoe
included in his “journal” was based on his relative’s reminiscences.

Covid volunteering p8, hymn of the month p10, rambler's diary
p13, highs and lows of lockdown p16, Bible readings p21,
memories of growing up in St Oswald's p22, diversity and black
lives in the Church of England p28, prayers p30, puzzles p34
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The Great Plague was, of course, a very different disease to the one we
are experiencing. For a start it was caused by a bacillus rather than a
virus. Nevertheless, on reading Defoe’s narrative, I was impressed by
many eerie parallels between the time he describes and our own current
experience: the role of statistics in gauging the progress of the
pestilence; the promotion of quack remedies; the quarantining of infected
households; the overwhelming fear of some, contrasting with the
recklessness of others; the courageous selflessness of many physicians;
the avoidance of social contacts; the empty streets and so on.
One major difference is that the churches of London were not closed for
public worship and services continued throughout the plague. The
wholesale closure of churches that has been imposed on places of
worship in recent months is almost unique in British history and, as far
as I am aware, the only other instance was in 1208 when Pope Innocent
III placed all English churches under an interdict in the course of a
quarrel with King John. By curious coincidence this interdict, which
lasted for six years, began on 23rd March, the same date as our own
lockdown was announced.
More recently, but in the United States, during the 1918 Spanish Flu
pandemic many local authorities closed down church buildings and
worshippers were encouraged to attend services outdoors, to say their
prayers at home and to read the sermons which were obligingly
published in newspapers, the “social media” of the day.
Plans for Reopening the Church for Public Worship
As you may be aware by now, we are permitted to reopen church
buildings, not only for private prayer but also for public worship. The
Diocese is gently encouraging the resumption of regular services,
recognising that circumstances vary from parish to parish and that time
is needed to ensure that all necessary preparations and precautions are
in place. I am hoping that services will have resumed at St. Oswald’s by
early August, albeit on a limited basis to begin with.
Once regular services resume, the church will no longer be opened up
during the week for private prayer until the current requirements for
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maintaining hygiene are relaxed. However, it is my hope that online
services of some kind will continue for the foreseeable future, as I know
these have been appreciated by members of the congregation and
others too. Indeed, I believe our weekly YouTube service has become a
significant form of outreach.

I want to stress that I am very much aware that for health reasons some
members of the congregation should definitely not be returning to public
worship in church at the moment and this is a major reason for
continuing with the online services. We also need to remember those
members of the congregation who do not have access to the internet
and will need to look at how we can provide for them too. The free 24
hour telephone service from the Church of England on 0800 804 8044,
with recorded prayers, hymns and reflections is a valuable resource but
I am aware that more could be done locally.
Approaching Online Worship
Having said that, I do have some concerns about the way that online
services can induce a rather passive, even consumerist approach to
worship. I have always believed strongly that even the simple act of
“turning up” is a vital part of the worship that we offer to God. To put it a
little less politely, we begin to worship God just by perching our bums on
a pew each week. In doing so, we are saying to God, as well as to
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ourselves and
indeed to the
world, that he
matters enough
to us to get us
out of bed on a
Sunday
morning.
The trouble with
online worship
is that it doesn’t
so much allow
for any effort on our part or for our active engagement. It’s too easy just
to let it all wash over us or even to skip the bits that don’t immediately
appeal. So I want to suggest some ways in which we might make online
worship an experience that is more meaningful.
•
taking a moment beforehand to be quiet, saying to God,
“The next few minutes I want to give specially to you”, and
maybe asking God, “What do you want me to receive from this
service?”
•
joining in with the hymns and songs by singing out loud,
by humming along or by quietly but consciously focusing on the
meaning of the words;
•
following the readings in a Bible and, if the version differs,
appreciating the different insights that allows;
•
aiming to take at least one special thought from the talk,
maybe something to think more about or to act upon;
•
standing, kneeling or just holding out the palms of our
hands during the prayers and making a point of repeating the
responses, whether out loud or in our hearts, joining in with the
“Amen” at the end.
These are just some possibilities. You may think of others which could
be shared in the magazine. It’s always nice to get a response!
As I mentioned above, Defoe wrote his “A Journal of the Plague Year”

6

well after the event itself. He was able to look back with gratitude for the
deliverance experienced and a desire to learn from all that had taken
place during that dreadful time. We now look forward to a time when,
God willing, we shall be able to do the same.
Yours sincerely,

Robert

St Oswald’s Church – who are we?
We are part of the Church of England in the St. Alban’s Diocese.

Our Vision is . . .
to be a joyful, prayerful and caring church;
alive to the Holy Spirit;
welcoming and accessible to all; building
relationships
with God and the community we serve

You will find us at Malvern Way, Croxley Green, WD3 3QL,
just off Baldwins Lane. There is a direct footpath link from Baldwins
Lane into the rear of the church grounds, and car park access from
Malvern Way. The office entrance is at the back of the church hall.
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Volunteering during the Covid 19 Pandemic
Vanessa Mackay writes of her experiences
It has been a strange time for everyone and I’m sure we all have stories to
tell. My life has taken many twists and turns but also given me new
opportunities
When full lockdown was announced I found myself with time to spare.
College closed, so my job teaching students with special needs changed.
I found myself working from home and tasked with writing a daily quiz.
As a volunteer with the St John Ambulance, I trained to work at the new
Nightingale Hospital. As you may be aware, this situation changed as very
few patients were admitted.
I further trained to work in the Regional Operations Control Centre at
Stevenage, where the St John Ambulance paramedics were supporting the
London Ambulance Service.
It became apparent that with the Nightingale receiving fewer patients, there
was an acute need for volunteers at NHS hospitals. I joined a team working
at Harefield Hospital as a Health Care Assistant.
It has been a huge learning curve after 15 years as a first aider with the
British Red Cross. Every shift brings new challenges. I have learnt how to
make hospital beds, give personal care to patients and even take ECG’s.
Some patients are COVID19 positive so we have to wear full PPE. It is hot,
uncomfortable and difficult to see through the visors, but ultimately it is there
to protect us. The nurses appreciate our help and it clears them to treat the
very sickest patients.
As the world enters the “New Normal” I don’t know where my volunteering
will lead. It has been a privilege to be part of the 250,000+ strong team of
volunteers helping others during this unprecedented time.
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Thank you to
the St Oswald Seamstresses
Wonderful members of our congregation
have been busy helping with the COVID19
pandemic by making scrubs, face masks and head bands. I took
some to the nurses at Harefield Hospital who were so thankful for these
kind gifts.
Wearing face masks all day, can rub on the ears making them sore. The
headbands have buttons to hook the elastic from the masks, so relieving
the pressure on the ears. Also benefitting were crew from the St John
Ambulance. They requested the reusable material masks for nonclinical use to save the single use ones for use with patients.
So, well done everyone and thank you for your hard work.

Vanessa Mackay
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With the continuing uncertainty about when we can meet in church for
normal worship I thought this hymn was apposite:
God be with you till we meet again,
By his counsels guide, uphold you,
With his sheep securely fold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet! Till we meet again!
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet! Till we meet again!
God be with you till we meet again!
Dr Jeremiah Eames Rankin (1828-1904) wrote these words for no
particular occasion but simply as an amplification of the expression
‘Goodbye’, which means ‘God be with you’.
Rankin was born in New Haven, USA and in due course entered the
American Congregational ministry, becoming pastor at several churches.
He wrote a number of hymns but this is the only one to have survived.
He sent the words to two friends, one an eminent composer, the other
an amateur and allegedly by no means competent musician. I don’t
know the identity of the first, but the latter was William G Tomer
(1833-1896) and it is his tune that won the day. Tomer, another
American, worked variously as a clerk and a school master, and was
organist at a Methodist church.
Another tune was written by Ralph Vaughan Williams and is used for
these words in Hymns A&M, though the chorus is omitted and the whole
result is rather anaemic in my view.
The hymn is essentially a prayer for God’s protection, that we will be fed
and that with his aid we will confront life’s perils which “thickly confound”
us, and “smite death’s threatening wave”.
The last verse goes as follows:
God be with you till we meet again,
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,
Smite death’s threatening wave before you:
God be with you till we meet again.
Quentin Phillips
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Hereford Cathedral
Elgar the cyclist and
the SAS window
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A CROXLEY RAMBLER'S DIARY

15 July 2020: Brian Thomson strolls round the Aquadrome
It was one of those cloudy, humid days with the occasional touch of
drizzle – but not unpleasant for a walk. I thought I was making good
speed, lengthening my stride on the way to the Green when I was
overtaken by a slip of a girl, I guess about 16, walking at twice my
speed. The years have obviously caught up with me! I took the path
beside Little Gillions down towards the Chess.
One of the fields has been left fallow and the tall yellow ragwort is
running riot. Elsewhere, there were respectable crops of barley, almost
ready for harvest. I sometimes follow the Croxley boundary path for the
view towards Loudwater but today I continued along the hedgerow. The
varied shrubs and trees suggest it has been there for many years. Long
may it continue to flourish. I turned down towards the footbridge as a
chiffchaff called from the
undergrowth, and paused to enjoy
the smoothly flowing stream
reflecting the light.
There is an enormous poplar tree
on the other bank. Its girth
suggests it is really old and I can’t
believe I haven’t looked at it
carefully before. The vegetation
has grown up on both banks and,
although nothing like the profusion
of flowers in spring, there are
colours to add interest to the
prevailing green – tall red
willowherb, pink-mauve mallow,
dark blue thistles, white yarrow and
the creamy trumpets of
convolvulus. The path skirts
around the cricket field where a couple of keen cricketers were practising
in the nets. I wondered whether they have restarted playing matches
now the lockdown rules are easing.
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I headed over Rickmansworth Park to the footbridge leading to
Solomons Hill and descended to the High Street. A few people were
wearing face coverings but they were very much a minority. Presumably
that will change when they become compulsory in shops next week. I
did not linger but made my way to the Aquadrome.
A group of children on bikes on the Colne bridge made social distancing
tricky. There were plenty of people about. I decided that pressing on
quickly was the safest course and took the path that follows the bank of
the Colne. In contrast to the Chess earlier, the river seemed slow and
dull grey-green under overhanging trees. Since 4 July pubs have been
allowed to re-open and a couple of young women were enjoying the
garden by the river at the Half Way House.
My objective was the nature reserve at Stocker’s Lake which I entered
along the footpath that follows the river bank. This is a watery place of
tall reeds. Tiny mauve geraniums brightened the path and a blackcap
sang in the trees. The screeching sound of black headed gulls came
from the lake. I stopped to look and was pleased to see a number of
common terns as well, swooping around their nesting raft. They are
delicate birds, mostly white but with a striking black cap. Several swans
were dabbling for food; upended, their tails in the air. A little egret
landed on an island in the distance. The usual flotilla of Canada geese
paddled across while three others, honking loudly, took flight. I
continued around the lake enjoying the peace and quiet.
Back at Bury Lake it became busy again. Parents and children were
sitting on the grass next to the café which was only serving takeaways.
The toilets, of course, were closed. On Batchworth Lake a powerboat
was making waves pulling a water-skier. I emerged onto the towpath
and followed a narrow boat under the London Road to Batchworth lock.
It was good to see that the Café @ Lock 81 was open so there was
nothing for it but to stop for a cup of tea and a piece of cake. The owner
told me she had reopened as soon as the government restrictions
allowed. She was still getting used to the new arrangements – wearing
a visor to serve customers and using hand sanitiser a great deal.
Looking across the lock I realised that the neighbourhood is transformed.
Instead of the builders’ yard there is now a smart new Premier Inn.
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I took the footpath beside the canalised section of the Chess and the
attractive lifting bridge. This is a quiet backwater where a motley
collection of canal barges have developed attractive gardens. The
Ebury Way begins just beyond, along the old trackbed of the branch line
to Watford. It makes for pleasant walking beneath the trees and
amongst a number of small fishing lakes.
At Lott Mead I turned onto the canal towpath and, just beyond the
railway bridge, took the path up the slope to the beginning of Croxley’s
Buddleia Walk. This is an unusual place where the heady scent of
buddleia dominates and attracts the bees. The plants have managed to
colonise the shallow soils covering goodness knows what kind of
industrial rubbish. But there are other plants too including small yellow
spikes of agrimony and the yellow stars of St John’s wort. I continued
uphill to Lavrock
Lane and Harvey
Road. Meanwhile, a
group of children
were climbing a tree
in Long Valley wood.
What a great place
that is for youngsters.

The Ebury Way
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HIGHS AND LOWS OF LOCKDOWN
It has been depressing not being able to worship in church,
take part in normal activities or meet people easily.
But not everything has been gloomy during the lockdown.
Some members of St Oswald’s congregation give their
thoughts on the bad and the good things of this exceptional
time.
Sue M
Lows – missing holiday to Canada and feeling of loss of freedom, not
being able to see people
High – Found out that I really enjoy sewing and being able to sew
various items for NHS and Red Cross
John M
Low – missing all the regular
activities including Church on
Sundays.
Highs- many highs, but really
appreciating how fortunate we are
to live in Croxley. We have so many
new walks we are enjoying. The
great neighbours who have become
good friends.
Julie and Steve
Lows - Not being able to go to church, cancelled Easter holiday
abroad, not being able to travel to the West Country.
Highs – Time with our puppy, our daughter moving into a lovely new
home.
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Mim
Lows - The sense of loss at being furloughed and the feeling of not
having a purpose in life. The fear of shopping and standing in silent
queues waiting to get into the supermarket.
Highs - The very peaceful
evenings walking around
Croxley. Silence - no people
or traffic anywhere. With
grateful thanks to zoom,
having time meant being
able to catch up with friends
and family anywhere in the
world!! even local ones
laughing and sharing
experiences.
The very special moment of
the first meeting with friends
(real humans) In the garden
for tea. Going back to
school and meeting the
children in their bubbles - a
weird and wonderful
moment.... and very
emotional.
Karen M
Lows - after a chaotic week not knowing what to do for the best ,
seeing David on oxygen being taken away in an ambulance not
knowing what the future would hold, feeling like he was entering a
black hole with very little communication.
Highs - Reunions! Seeing David again, alive and two stone lighter
walking out of A & E. Feeling a massive sense of relief. Also seeing
my parents again in the garden and dropping off shopping for them
after six weeks of separation. It was truly wonderful to see them in
person.
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Helen C
Low – juggling home schooling and work and feeling guilty for
neglecting the one you aren’t doing!
High – eating together as a family nearly every day.
Cherith
Lows - going to Devon for 4 days and staying 104 days. There was a
certain lack of clothes, a season change and an emergency parcel
from home! Obviously missed family.
Highs - being in a beautiful place and going for stunning coastal
walks. Seeing our garden change from spring to
summer. Great having Zoom!
Gill and Brian
Low - not being able to see our daughter for three
months and cancelled holiday.
High - gaining a new grandson and thank
goodness for video messaging!
Jim
Lows - Inability to go for weekly lunch at the Plough with friends, Café
O being closed so couldn't meet up with friends and their little ones,
inability to meet with family.
Highs - Finding how most people will respond to a wave or greeting
when out for my daily ‘potter’, setting up a WhatsApp daily coffee
morning for friends and family, socially distanced afternoon teas with
a few friends once rules permitted.
Michael H
Lows – No singing and no live theatre
Highs – Firm friendships and newly-discovered local scenery enjoyed
in lots of fine weather
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EDITOR'S NOTE
There is no Diary in this issue because all of St Oswald's services and
meetings have been suspended for the time being during the Covid-19
emergency. We will let you know as soon as they resume. The latest
information will be posted on the church website
www.stoswaldschurch.org.uk and the church's Facebook page.

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

Until services start again - see 'From the Vicarage' - the
church will be open for private prayer twice weekly on
Tuesdays from 9 till 11am and Fridays from 2 till 4pm.
PLANNED FUTURE EVENTS
- Jumble Sale October 17th
- Quiz October 24th
- Beetle Drive November 7th
- a 1940s themed Dance November 14th
- Christmas Puddings & Craft 29 November 29th
The next edition of the magazine will be published in September.
Please send items for the next edition by Sunday 13 September to
magazine@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
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JIM'S NEW
HOBBY
During lockdown I took up
drawing by joining a group
set up by Helen Cox, where a
theme is set each day and you
draw something connected with
that.
I am a late comer but have
done about twelve so far. One subject was ‘treats’
and this is what I did. The title was ‘my treat
would be to fill the chairs with real family
and friends not just virtual ones.’

The Osteopathic House
Experienced Qualified Practitioners
OSTEOPATHY, ACUPUNCTURE,
CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY, HOMEOPATHY, HEAD MASSAGE,
MASSAGE THERAPIES, REFLEXOLOGY, SPORTS MASSAGE,
ADULT COUNSELLING, CHILDREN COUNSELLING,
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
BUPA and PPP recognised specialist clinic.
Philip Aarons B.Sc (Ost) DHMSA MICO & Associates
Principal Practitioner @ The Osteopathic House
YOU ALWAYS FEEL FINE WHEN YOUR SPINE IS IN LINE

The Osteopathic House, 38 Church Street,
Rickmansworth, Herts., WD3 1DJ Telephone: 01923 896655

20

BIBLE READINGS FOR AUGUST
SUN. 2nd
Jonah 1. 1-16
Matthew 14. 13-21
SUN. 9th
Jonah 1. 17 - 2. 10
Matthew 14. 22-33
SUN. 16th
Jonah 3
Matthew 14. 13-21
SUN. 23th
Jonah 4
Matthew 16. 13-20
SUN. 30th
Exodus 3. 1-15
Matthew 16. 21-28
BIBLE READINGS FOR
SEPTEMBER
SUN. 6th
Exodus 12. 1-14
Matthew 18. 15-20
SUN. 13th
Exodus 14. 19-31
Matthew 18. 21-35
SUN. 20th
Exodus 16. 2-15
Matthew 20. 1-16
SUN. 27th
Exodus 17. 1-7
Matthew 21. 23-32
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MEMORIES OF GROWING UP AT ST OSWALD'S - PART TWO
Janet Staerck continues her story of being young at St
Oswald's a year or two ago - of chores, Bazaars, parties and
Brownies.
Little brown envelopes and candle wax
Both Mum and Dad, and Pop [Mr Seddon]
were heavily involved in Church life. Pop
was the first person to collect the Church
Membership monies. Then Ted Warman
took over, I assume when Pop was ill just
before he died. Then Dad took over from
Ted Warman and eventually Dad passed it
on to David Warman. So it was kept
between the two families for all these
years. After the Services with both Pop
and Dad I was allowed to sort and count
the coins, put them into their little piles for
final counting, whilst they entered the figures into the accounts book. At
one point little brown envelopes were used, and they had to be stamped
with a special St Oswald’s stamp and ink, and that was my job. I thought
I was so grown up to be allowed to do that. A far cry from the envelopes
used today. Funnily enough I still have the pot with the sponge, and they
would add water and press their finger into it to aid counting the notes. I
used it when making the headbands for the NHS, instead of licking my
fingers to get the seam on the edge before pressing.
During the week Dad would often spend three nights out at some
Church meeting or another or sorting out some problem. At various
times he was on different Committees and Church Warden. Mum was
involved with the flower arranging and many a Saturday morning was
spent at Church whilst she did them. Alas I don’t have those skills! Also
Church cleaning was another regular activity at Church. I helped and
sometimes was allowed to use the hoover, or iron and brown paper
bags to remove the candle wax from the floor. But more often than not I
had a duster and had to dust the pews and ledges!
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The Bazaar
The Church Bazaars and Jumble Sales were a regular occurrence to
raise money for the upkeep, and we were always there to help. The
Summer and Christmas Bazaars were quite something. The old wooden
trestle tables would have wooden frames attached, like arches over the
top, and they would be decorated with colourful
crepe paper and signs – that was the Friday
night job. On the Saturday morning the tables
would be filled with goodies to sell.
The Mother’s Union always started making months beforehand and
Mum would be at the sewing machine for many evenings making peg
bags, covered coat hangers, knitting bags made with coat hangers and
dowelling. I still have one so it stood the test of time. Again whilst
making the headbands for the NHS and using some of the fabric,
buttons and threads that Mum had, I remembered all the sewing she did.
Mum had an old Singer treadle machine. She taught me how to use it
and sometimes I was allowed to machine the straight lines. Oh, it
brought back many happy memories! She would also make little
umbrellas out of ladies cotton handkerchiefs for children to buy for their
Mums or Nans. It involved a paper straw, tin foil and paper inside the
folds of the umbrella – but memory fails as to how they were made. I
used to be fascinated by them, so if anyone remembers how they were
made please let me know.
Jars of jams, pickles and sweets were all part of the stall. Dad used to
make all sorts of wooden items for sale. Win Hamblin and Ann Grover
were in charge of the Cake Stall. Win's tray bakes were delicious and
such a variety. Children would queue for them and come back for more!
Ann Grover's large cakes were something so
special. As a special treat we had some of these
cakes after our evening meal on Bazaar nights.
They were always happy but hectic occasions
and raised much money for the Church.
The Summer Bazaar had all sorts of stalls outside - throwing the ping
pong ball into a jam jar, seeing how many pegs you could hold in one
hand when taking off a line and many such games. There was always a
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fancy dress contest for children of all ages. One year Peter Sellars (the
actor who then lived near Chipperfield in a huge gated house) opened
the Bazaar. I don’t actually remember that, but it can be a tale someone
else can relate. These Bazaars and Jumble Sales were usually packed
with people as in those days St. Oswald’s always had a good name for
providing very good produce.

Bazaar Cake Stall - Win Hamblin, Gillian Hughes and Carole
Berridge

The Harvest Festival Supper was another event held at St. Oswald’s.
Each table was allocated to someone who provided the cutlery and
crockery and made the meal for the table. Certain foods were provided
en masse and, of course, the famous homemade apple pies for dessert.
It was a busy but enjoyable time. There would be many occasions when
Dad and others were busy doing jobs at Church and Mum and I would
do the refreshments. I would usually carry the plate of biscuits and the
chocolate ones always went first!
One year for the New Year's Eve Party, it had snowed heavily and Dad
had walked several times to Church to set up. In the afternoon I walked
(or rather slipped and slid along) with him as he carried the main raffle
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prize, it was a Tea Service. At one point I
slid right over. Dad nearly went too but
managed to keep the bag from hitting the
pavement and we got it there in one piece. It
was always a joke in our family as Mum and
Dad won it and had to carry it home again in
the snow! On closer inspection one of the cups
was missing the rose inside and Dad always
said we lost it when we slipped!
Helping out
Another thing that St. Oswald’s used to be good at was helping families
when they had difficulties or were struggling. For example, a group of
mothers organised to help the Johnson family when the mother Joan
was very ill. There was a rota to sit with her each afternoon and do
whatever needed doing. The days Mum was there I used to walk from
Harvey Road School to their house in Malvern Way, and to me, who
usually had such a short walk home, it seemed such a long way to go.
Auntie Joan was very ill and I was only allowed to say a quick hello and
had to wait in another room till we walked home. She died sometime
later and the reality did not really hit me till many,
many years later. To have lost one's mother at such
a young age must have been awful. There was not
the help there is now and these topics were not
spoken about.
Every year a party was organised by the Men’s Society inviting adults
from the Leavesden Mental Hospital. This was where George Penman
worked and was instigated by him. Mum and I would make cakes and
other foods for the tea. Dad and the other members of the Men’s Society
would decorate the hall and put out the tables. There would be music,
games and dancing. This was many, many years ago and one did not
normally see people with these handicaps in open society. So it was
quite an unknown experience and sometimes was quite frightening to
someone so young. But there was no doubt they all thoroughly enjoyed
their afternoon out.
I was a Brownie at St Oswald’s with Mrs Kingham and Sue Middleton
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The Mothers' Union at Kew Gardens 1960s
and that was a fun time. I remember the toadstool we used to have in
the middle of the opening ceremony. It was a very happy time. It was
then that we did the Maypole Dancing I have mentioned previously. I
got a name wrong. It was Joyce Newton who taught us the routines for
the Maypole (not as I said Miss Newman). I think it was during my time
as a Brownie that we visited Hampton Court Palace and we got so wet
we could wring our socks out in the coach!
These are just some memories of St. Oswald’s when I was very young.
I am sure other people who have been at the Church since childhood
will have other memories or even could add to what I have said. Also the
reminiscences are not in date order!
I look forward to hearing what others remember.
Janet
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HOMOEOPATHY

Lynn Williamson
Homoeopath
L.C.P.H., M.C.P.H., A.R.H.
01923 442759
Let your body follow its natural healing path
through use of this holistic system of treatment.

Grandparents’ Answering Machine
Hello. We can’t get to the phone now, but please leave a
message after the tone.
<beep>
• If you are one of our children, dial 1 and select ‘birth
arrival’ option 1 to 5, so we know who you are.
• For child-minding services, press 2.
• To borrow the car, press 3.
• For having clothes washed and ironed, press 4.
• For grandchildren’s overnight accommodation,
press 5.
• For school taxi service, press 6.
• For emergency catering, press 7.
• To book a mealtime at our house, press 8.
• For emergency finance, press 9.
• If you are inviting us to dinner or taking us to the
theatre, start talking- we’re listening!
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"GREATNESS WILL COME BY THE WAY WE
TREAT ONE ANOTHER"
The Church of England, Diversity and ‘Black Lives Matter
The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover, addressed a Black
Lives Matter march outside Canterbury Cathedral on Saturday 13 June,
speaking of the need for people
to be the change they want to
see. Greeting the protesters
Bishop Rose urged peace and
cooperation in the face of
injustice, saying, "Let's together,
in harmony, make the change
that needs to happen. And if
there is anyone here in this
crowd who has any idea of
anything else, please, I'm telling
you, that takes away from what
we are wanting to achieve. So
let's work together - I am with
you!
"I see some of your plaques - 'Racism is a pandemic'- it is a pandemic
and we have been dying, we have been dying in so many ways. And we
have been dying in a way that, slowly, has also killed the next
generation. You can put a stop to it, we can put a stop to it, so please
let's do that. And let's go peacefully. Let's not find somebody else to
blame. When we go from here, we go from here with the kind of
commitment that says, 'We are going to be the change that we want to
see!' Don't push on somebody else. We are going to be the change, we
are going to start the change. We are going to be that change. God
bless you! Peace be with you!”
Windrush
In February the General Synod voted unanimously to ‘lament’ and
apologise for conscious and unconscious racism encountered by
‘countless’ black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) Anglicans arriving in
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Britain from 1948 and in subsequent years, when seeking to find a home
in the Church of England.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said, “I am almost beyond
words. Personally, I am sorry and ashamed. I’m ashamed of our history
and I’m ashamed of our failure. I’m ashamed of our lack of witness to
Christ. I’m ashamed of my lack of urgent voice to the Church. It’s
shaming as well as shocking.”
Encouraging Diversity
(from SeeRound Online September 2018)
How to produce a church which more readily reflects
the population it seeks to serve? Rosemarie Davidson-Gotobed, the
Church’s National Minority Ethnic Vocations Officer was the keynote
speaker at a conference in the Diocese.
The core problem is the reported experience of many in the Church who
do not fit the leadership mould of white, male and middle class: “Your
words say I am welcome but the situation says I am not.”
Rosemarie spoke about the importance of unconscious bias.
“The subtlety of bias is often so slight as to be unnoticed by those
perpetrating it, which makes it all the more important that we are able to
identify our own unconscious bias. This applies to each one of us, but is
particularly true for those who act as gatekeepers to formal vocations in
the Church. Unknowingly turning away talent hinders the excluder as
well as the excluded. Bias must be overcome, and our leadership
demonstrably more inclusive, if the Church is to fulfil its mission to be a
light to all people.
As a Church, we preach that all are welcome, but the lack of visible role
models can make it difficult for people to feel they truly belong. A good
test then to overcome it is to take a step back and ask oneself, would I
have thought the same if this person looked or sounded
like me? By asking this question we move towards
inclusion. Inclusion is different to diversity. Diversity is
the mix, inclusion is how we make it work. Diversity is a
given, inclusion is a choice.”
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Intercessions for each week
The following suggestions for prayer week by week are
by no means exhaustive. They are intended as
prompts to encourage our prayers for: the life of our
church; the charities with which we are connected; the
roads of our parish; the village and the wider
community.
Sunday 26 July to Saturday 1 August
Sunday School and Creche
Christian Aid
Dover Way, Ludlow Way, Richmond Way, Warwick Way
Parish, District and County Councillors
Sunday 2 to Saturday 8 August
Our Mission Action Plan
Watford Schools Trust
Canterbury Way, Gade Bank, Links Way, Rousebarn Lane
Our Diocesan Bishops, Alan, Richard and Michael
Sunday 9 to Saturday 15 August
Choir and church musicians
The Children’s Society
Dorrofield Cl, Hazelwood Rd, Mayfare, Sansom Cl, Watford Rd
Our local shops and businesses
Sunday 16 to Saturday 22 August
The Vicar and Readers
USPG
Beechcroft Ave, Oakleigh Dr, Sycamore App, Sycamore Rd, Valley Wlk
Our local schools
Sunday 23 to Saturday 29 August
Mothers’ Union and Men’s Breakfast
Watford and Three Rivers Refugee Partnership
Byewaters, Evensyde, Basildon Cl, Gill Cl, Heckford Cl, Longmans Cl
All Saints’ Church
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Sunday 30 August to Saturday 5 September
Companions and Junior Youth Club
A Rocha
Girton Way, Malvern Way, Sherborne Way, Winchester Way
Parliament and our MP Gagan Mohindra
Sunday 6 to Saturday 12 September
Safeguarding Team and Pastoral Contact Group
Alternatives
Claremont Crescent, Lancing Way, Winton Crescent, Winton Drive
Shaftesbury Court
Sunday 13 to Saturday 19 September
Uniformed organisations – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
Bible Reading Fellowship
Dulwich Way, Lincoln Drive, Lincoln Way, Little Green Lane
Churches Together in Croxley Green
Sunday 20 to Saturday 26 September
Parish Magazine
ASCEND at All Saints’ South Oxhey
Baldwins Lane, Kenilworth Drive, Manor Way, Rochester Way
Our Parish Nurse
Sunday 27 September to Saturday 3 October
Churchwardens, Treasurer and PCC
The Marylebone Project (Church Army Women’s Hostel)
Durrants Drive, Hastings Way, Lewes Way, Norwich Way
The Queen and Royal Family

Prayer List We pray for the sick, those who care for them and those
who mourn; and our 10% mission giving recipients, facing particularly
acute challenges at this time: USPG, CMS, Christian Solidarity
Worldwide, ASCEND, Church Army Marylebone Project, Alternatives
Newham, Watford Schools Trust and A Rocha.
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IN MEMORY

Please remember in prayer the families of those listed in our Remembrance Book for

August and September

Frederick James GIBBENS ~ 14th Nov 1895 to 6th Aug 1986

Arthur William Eugene HITCHCOCK ~ 6th Feb 1919 to 6th Aug 2001
Brian ACREMAN - 3rd Aug 1945 to 10th Aug 2016

Richard Paul ASHTON - 17th Nov 1956 to 10 Aug 2016

Bernard Roy HARRIS - 28th October 1923 to 11th Aug 2016
Phyllis May LEE ~ 23rd Aug 1911 to 11th Aug 1978

George Wilfred HAMBLIN ~ 22nd June 1911 to 16th Aug 1974
Sylvia NEWELL - 17th Jan 1931 to 17th Aug 2014

Leonard Sidney DENTON ~ 24th Dec 1908 to 18th Aug 1986
Arthur William SEELEY ~ 3rd June 1910 to 22nd Aug 1990

Gerald Mark CHURCHILL ~ 9th July 1910 to 26th Aug 1998
Marjorie JACKSON - 22nd Oct 1915 to 26th Aug 2014
Diane HUGHES ~ 14th Feb 1933 to 28th Aug 1984

Robert VICKERS ~ 27th March 1926 to 28th Aug 2006
Daisy Maud WILLIS ~ 23rd Jan 1917 to 28th Aug 2012
Percy SEDDON ~ 20th April 1894 to 31st Aug 1966

Kenneth Greenlees WINWARD - 10th June 1920 to 31st Aug 2012
SEPTEMBER

Jean HOUGHTON BROWN ~ 14th June 1960 to 3rd Sep 1985

Robert Graham BALDWIN - 13th December 1926 to 5th September 2016
Alan James ROBERTS - 19th December 1938 to 9th September 2019
Kate STRANZ ~ 28th June 1889 to 16th Sep 1964

Alfred George James MUNNS ~ 10th Feb 1904 to 18th Sep 1992
Annie SEDDON ~ 23rd Sep 1895 to 19th Sep 1948

Vera Nellie de BRAUX ~ 21st Sep 1918 to 18th March 2001

Cecil Hubert de BRAUX ~ 2nd July 1917 to 29th May 2008
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William HUGHES ~ 27th Nov 1896 to 22nd Sep 1970

Neil Edward WARMAN ~ 12th June 1939 to 22nd Sep 1971

Olive (Pearl) CARELSE ~ 9th April 1921 to 25th Sep 2012

Constance Emma HOOK ~ 24th Oct 1908 to 24th Sep 1995
Joan Alice HEATH - 28th Sept 1931 to 25th Sept 2014

Katherine Tsui Hsien MAN ~ 23rd Jan 1974 to 26th Sep 2012
K Joyce WILBY ~ 19th Aug 1926 to 28th Sep 2006

John Arthur Spencer WATSON ~ 31st March 1927 to 28th Sept 2009
Dorothy Iris STEVENS ~ 19th June 1920 to 29th Sep 1968

Sylvia Kathleen VICKERS ~ 13th April 1929 to 29th Sep 2012

A prayer about the Coronavirus outbreak
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of
uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your
comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Cryptic Crossword

By Richard Lee
the atmosphere (6)
25 Old resin follows a
small church to the
bedroom (7)
27 Bean stem takes
shape in the lowest
room (8)
28 Quietly look up to
choose a favourite (6)
29 Coming in front of
by striking (7)
30 Races across water
to produce a target (7)
Down
2 Ran up to tear about
and tell a story (7)
3 Superior quality
when it brings rapid eye
movement back (5)
5 Not first when roles

Across

change (5)
6 No time with nothing to arrange but
1 The smallest part is held in no
show strong feeling (7)
matter which bodily structure (7)
7 Edge around a flower garden (6)
4 Be lurid in the style of a creator (7) 9 Not evil when turning and being very
8 Vehicle operator from a club (6)
forceful (7)
10 Something left out when there is
11 Diners I re-seated to show one
no quest (8)
with specialist knowledge (7)
12 Bother with a quiet man being
15 Apply strictly but confer about after
taken on (7)
energy shortage (7)
13 Squalid look in Windsor didn't
17 Alter a camber to look ghastly (7)
seem to matter (6)
19 Slope up and mature to run wild (7)
14 Break a promise being green about 20 Find when officer commanding
energy (6)
came in late (6)
16 Fundamental element of a coin
22 Displaying sincerity when an organ
held by the smallest of the litter (8)
is used for shelter (7)
18 Appreciative that the fireplace has 24 A male representative (5)
sufficient coal we hear (8)
26 Plenty of worked maple (5)
21 Salad ingredient is a high flier (6)
23 Worsen when the sprite takes to
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Suguru Puzzles by Richard Lee
Each grid below has tiles of between 1 and 5 cells each and the cells of
each of these tiles are filled with digits from 1 up to the number of cells
in that tile with no digits being repeated. Thus a tile made up of 5 cells
would contain one each of the digits 1 to 5. In addition, within the whole
grid no two similar digits are adjacent horizontally, vertically or
diagonally. Can you fill all the cells of the box?
3.

4.

? FOODIE QUIZ ?
1 Cavendish is a variety of which
fruit?
2 Which nut do you find in pesto?
3 How many cups of tea are drunk
in the UK on average every day:
100, 94 or 126 million?
4 What is tofu made from?
5 Which is the most expensive
spice in the world by weight?
6 From which fruit is Grenadine
obtained?
7 What are Pontefract cakes made
from?
8 In which European country did
gin originate?

9 Which vegetable was first known
as ‘Italian asparagus’?
10 What is Roquefort cheese made
from?
11 What is the main ingredient of
black pudding?
12 What is a Worcester Pearmain?
13 In which year did The Great
British Bake Off first appear on TV:
2010, 2012 or 2008?
14 A Whitby Bun is flavoured with
what?
15 Shirley, Ailsa Craig and Mr
Stripey are all types of what?
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Puzzle Answers

3.

4.

FOODIE QUIZ

1. Banana, 2. Pine,
3. 126, 4. Bean curd, 5. Saffron, 6.
Pomegranate, 7. Liquorice, 8. Holland, 9.
Broccoli, 10. Sheeps milk, 11. Pigs blood, 12.
Apple, 13. 2010, 14. Lemon, 15. Tomatoes
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and understanding
24 hour personal service.

Home arrangements by appointment.
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans.
Probate Advisory Service
(24 hour service)
10 Moneyhill Parade
172 New Road
Uxbridge Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 772013(01923) 775013
51 Lower Rd.
Chorleywood
HERTS WD3 5LG
01923 286102
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