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St. Oswald's Church - About us
We are part of the
Church of England in the St. Alban's Diocese.
Our website is www.stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Our Vision is:to be a joyful, prayerful and caring church; alive

to the Holy Spirit; welcoming and accessible to
all; building relationships with God and the
community we serve.
You will ﬁnd us at Malvern Way, WD3 3QL just oﬀ
Baldwins Lane
Lancing
Way
Sherborne
Way

St. Oswald’s
Church
Malvern Way

Baldwins Lane. There is a direct footpath link from
Baldwins Lane into the rear of the church grounds and
car park access from Malvern Way. The oﬃce
entrance is at the back of the church hall.
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St. Oswald’s Church, 17 Malvern Way
Croxley Green, Herts, WD3 3QL
Because of the Covid-19 virus pandemic, church events
are suspended until further notice.
Please see St. Oswald's website: stowaldschurch.org.uk
and Facebook page for announcements.
Contacts
Vicar: Revd Robert Riley- Braley tel : 01923 332244
email: vicar@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Lay Readers: Tony Barton tel:01923897256
Email: tony.barton@stoswaldschurch.org.uk:
Magdalena Pletsch email: magdalena.pletsch@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Church Wardens: Maurice Lisley
email: maurice.lisley@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Steve Carpenter email: steve.carpenter@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Treasurer: Karen Pryse email: karen.pryse@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
PCC Secretary: Brian Thomson email: secretary@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Hall Bookings: email: hall-bookings@stoswaldschurch.

EASTER DATES 2021
Ash Wednesday 17th Feb
Mothering Sunday 14th March
Good Friday 2nd April
Easter Sunday 4th April
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om The Vicarage
Dear Friends,
It’s looking like we shall be going through at
least part of Lent in at least partial lockdown.
One way of observing Lent has traditionally
been to give up a little time in order to
refocus our attention on the deeper things of
life and above all on God at life’s centre. For
some, lockdown brings no let up, with the
pressures of working at home, homeschooling, caring for vulnerable relatives and
so on. For others, the problem may be the
opposite – too much time and not enough to do. In whatever situation we
may ﬁnd ourselves, time, long or short, consciously spent with God may
help us to face the particular challenges before us or to wind down after
a bruising or frustrating day. In those times, good reading material may
be a helpful companion.
Which brings me to the subject of Lent Books! In what follows, I have
made a selection of currently available resources, most of which are
designed speciﬁcally for Lent. All are available as e-books or as paper
copies from Eden or Aslan online Christian bookshops or, if you must,
from Amazon. If you have diﬃculty with online ordering, please let me
know and I will do so for you. Several of the books I have already dipped
into. For the others I have had to rely on the publisher’s blurb in order to
recommend. I’ve tried to select a mixed bag to cater for diﬀerent
preferences but if none of these appeal, there are plenty of alternatives
available – just do a search for “Lent Books”.
We start with an archiepiscopal imprimatur! The Archbishop’s Lent Book
for this year is “Living His Story” by Hannah Steele, Director of St
Mellitus College in London. Unusually for a Lent Book, it is all about
evangelism. But as the author writes, “As we spend time drawing close
to Christ through prayer and reﬂection, we cannot help but encounter his
heart for those who do not yet know the good news of the gospel. Lent is
the perfect time to begin inclining our hearts and prayers towards those
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in our community and in our world around us who need to hear the good
news of God’s love. Action and words will follow naturally.” The emphasis
in the book is on evangelism as an ordinary activity for ordinary people. It
is full of good stories and stimulus to thought and action.
The Bishop of London’s Lent Book is rather more traditional. “Rooted in
Love: Lent Reﬂections on Life in Christ” is edited and introduced by Dame
Sarah Mullally herself. You may have encountered her through the media
as Chair of the Church of England’s Covid Recovery Group, a role for
which she is well prepared as a former Chief Nursing Oﬃcer for England.
For this book, she has gathered a series of forty daily reﬂections drawing
on the collective wisdom of all the area bishops of the Diocese of London.
Each reﬂection is accompanied by a Bible passage, a prayer and a
suggestion for action and is intended to help the reader deepen their
discipleship of Christ. The reﬂections look good and I intend to be using
this volume myself during Lent.
For those for whom “a picture paints a thousand words” and for whom the
contemplation of great art is spiritually nourishing, SPCK have published a
new book designed for Lent reading and illustrated in colour with thirty
famous and lesser-known Western artistic masterpieces combined with
comments by the late Sister Wendy Beckett. “The Art of Holy Week and
Easter” is a follow-up to “The Art of Lent”, which I know some members of
St Oswald’s appreciated last year. It is available as an e-book or in print in
a small, easily portable format and is recommended for all art lovers who
want to prepare themselves for the most momentous week of the Christian
year.
“As we contemplate the coming months, not knowing when we can
breathe again, it’s worth thinking about how already the foundations have
been laid for whatever new opportunities God has for us on the far side of
this crisis.” So begins the ﬁrst of a series of 26 meditations composed by
former Archbishop Rowan Williams for a local Cambridge congregation
during the ﬁrst wave of the coronavirus pandemic last year. These still
timely reﬂections have been combined into a short book entitled, “Candles
in the Dark: Faith, Hope and Love in a Time of Pandemic”. Rowan
Williams is always worth learning from and these meditations oﬀer hope
and encouragement as we continue to face an uncertain future.
Conventional “spiritual reading” does not suit everybody, especially if they
are looking for example and encouragement in living a Christian life of
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engagement with an indiﬀerent and sometimes hostile world and of
grappling with complex issues facing our society. Learning from the life
experience of contemporary believers could be a helpful alternative
approach to Lent reading. For that reason, last year I picked the memoirs
of a Christian living in the public eye and this year I am doing the same.
“Closing Ranks” by Leroy Logan (played by John Boyega in the recent
BBC “Small Axe” adaptation) tells of the author’s experience as an oﬃcer
in the Metropolitan Police and as a founder member of the Black Police
Association. I have this book on order and am looking forward to reading it
myself!
Before concluding, I ought to say something about Lent Groups. It’s
looking very unlikely that meeting in person will be either advisable or
permitted and that groups will have to take place by Zoom video
conferencing. This will actually have the advantage of being accessible to
church members who were housebound before the pandemic – an
example of how we are being led into new ways of “being a church”. We
shall be using the USPG course “For Such a Time as This”, which is
already available online at www.uspg.org.uk and for which we can also
obtain free paper copies as needed. Details of dates, times and how to
join will be published in our weekly emailing.
In the meantime, please continue to pray for our church and our world, to
join in with the online services and virtual coﬀee meetings and to let others
know about what we are providing. I think we are all particularly conscious
of the pressures currently bearing on our health services. So I conclude
with a prayer you might like to use:
Lord Jesus, who healed the sick and gave them new life, be with all carers
and health professionals, as they act as agents of your healing touch.
In desperate times, keep them strong yet loving; and when their work is
done, be with them in their weariness and in their tears. Amen.
(from Norfolk and Norwich University Hospitals Chaplaincy, by Althea
Hayton, adapted)
Yours sincerely, Robert
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Cards for The Mount, Bovingdon - Apology
There was an error in the article for this in the Dec/Jan edition - it
said that 200 assorted cards were delivered to the prison, it should
have read 200 any occasion cards AND 200 Christmas cards, 400
in total - sorry.
In order to produce a similar number of cards for this year, Janet
would be pleased to have more Christmas and any occasion cards please phone her to arrange the best way to deliver them to her in
the current covid situation. Thanks very much

If you can believe it, there are
now COVID vaccine scams!!!!
The NHS will NEVER :Ask for payment all vaccines are FREE
Ask for your Bank details
Arrive unannounced at your
home to administer the vaccine
Ask you to prove your identity by
sending copies of personal
documents
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The real easTer egg
The egg ThaT shares
The easTer sTory
The idea behind “The Real Easter Egg” is to share
the Easter story - there is a variety of eggs
available including dark and white chocolate, all of
them include an account of Easter ranging from a
simple version to 24 page activity books.
Launched in 2010, original sales depended on churches or
schools, then, as their popularity grew, supermarkets
began to stock them. However, due to the pandemic
reducing numbers of people out shopping, it is unlikely that
supermarkets will have “The Real Easter Egg” products
this year. The good news is that they can be ordered. If
you would like one (or more) please contact Carole Battell
on 07956 101457 or carole_battell@hotmail.co.uk by
Friday 5th March, eggs cost £4.50.

As well as telling the Easter story,
“The Real Easter Egg” eggs and
packaging are PLASTIC FREE,
PALM OIL FREE, and made with
Fairtrade chocolate.
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leNT aT sT. osWalD’s

Looking at the
environment from a
theological point of
view, and thinking
about ecological
justice.

As Robert mentions in his letter, Lent will be a little diﬀerent this year many of us have now got used to having meetings via the Zoom
application, and this will be how the Lent course will happen.
Robert will be using the USPG course
“For such a time as this”
Dates and times of meetings will be published in the weekly news
letters.

USPG 2021 Lent appeal will
go to the Church of South
India “Green Schools”
programme, which it has
supported since 2017
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The coronavirus pandemic has created a great deal of misery and even
tragedy. Front-line health workers and many others have been placed
under huge pressure and we have often wondered when it will end. The
following hymn seems appropriate at this time, especially now that there
is light at the end of the tunnel in the shape of vaccines and improved
treatments:
Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old was strong to heal and save;
It triumphed o’er disease and death, o’er darkness and the grave;
To thee they went, the blind, the dumb, the palsied and the lame,
The beggar with his sightless eyes, the sick with fevered frame.
There are biblical accounts of Jesus performing miracles of healing, by
word or touch, and these are what this verse refers to. Let’s not forget
that miracles are still performed through modern medicine, the relevant
skills having been conferred by God.
The author, Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) was a notable ﬁgure in
the Victorian CofE. He was ordained in 1846 and held academic and
pastoral posts, becoming Dean of Wells for the last ten years of his life.
His other hymns include Thy hand, O God, has guided thy ﬂock from age
to age. The second and third verses are in much the same vein as the
ﬁrst, and the whole hymn, while focusing on physical health, does not
neglect the spiritual aspect of God’s healing. In fact, the hymn implies
that, much as we may pray for healing, we may not receive it:
To hands that work, and eyes that see,
Give wisdom’s heavenly lore,
That whole and sick, and weak and strong,
May praise thee evermore.
This mention of the whole and the sick, and the weak and the strong,
reminds us that they are all part of God’s order.
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Although the tune seems to be associated now only with these words it
was actually composed long before the words were written. It is called
St Matthew, is by William Croft (1678-1727) and dates from 1708. Croft
was successively organist of St Anne’s Church, Soho (after which his
tune for O God, our help in ages past is named), the Chapel Royal and
Westminster Abbey.
The tune St Matthew has appeared in several variants and the version
we use diﬀers slightly from the one I grew up with, so I have to be careful
when I play it.
Quentin Phillips

ColleCT For ash WeDNesDay
Almighty and everlasting God,
you hate nothing you have made
and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent:
create and make in us
new and contrite hearts,
that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may obtain of you,
the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
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all ThiNgs brighT aND beauTiFul......
4
4
This will be a series of articles about wild life in our garden, both ﬂora
and fauna. During lock down we have had time to look at some of the
recent videos and stills from our outdoor camera, and even a look
back at some earlier digital camera photos.
As there is such a variety of wildlife, to try and keep to a “theme” the
articles will be based on a line or verse of the hymn “All things Bright
and Beautiful”, composed by Mrs Cecil Francis Alexander and ﬁrst
published in 1848. The hymn covers so much of nature in a few short
verses - the ripe fruits in the garden, the purple headed mountains,
each little ﬂower that opens and the ﬁnal verse reminds us “The Lord
God made them all.”
Thus the following pages use the line “Each little bird that sings” (or in
some cases the not so little birds, and maybe squawks rather than
sings!)

TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
We were very excited
to have had an owl as
a visitor, even if the
picture is a bit
“grainy”!.
It has asymmetrically
placed ears, so
hearing is the main
way of detecting prey,
rather than using
vision.
NB I think this is the only species that gives the classic tw-it
tw-oo sound, but can’t verify this, not even in Wikipedia!

DID YOU KNOW...... the tawny owl has silent ﬂight, and the
female is larger than the male - in most species male birds
are bigger than females.
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GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
We were delighted to see
this Green Woodpecker in
the garden, feasting on the
windfall apples - their
preferred diet is ants, but
fruit is a good winter
supplement.
He/she (there is not much
diﬀerence between male
and female) has become a
regular visitor, and can be heard shouting madly when one or other of
our stray cats are in the garden! This species does not make the
“drumming” noise that we associate with woodpeckers.
DID YOU KNOW...... The green woodpecker was the emblem for
“Woodpecker Cider”, and Professor Yaﬄe in Bagpuss was based on
the green woodpecker, “Yaﬄe” being an old folk name for it.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
This one just seemed to pose on
the fence for us to take his/her
photograph! Males and females
have similar colourings.
Very common visitors, the Robin
(also known as the European
Robin) is an insect eater and
belongs to the Passerine order
of birds.
DID YOU KNOW......although the breast feathers are more orange than
red, the term redbreast was used as at the time the colour orange was
unknown!
Passerine is any bird of the order Passeriformes (from the Latin
meaning “sparrow shaped”), which includes more than half of all bird
species. Sometimes known as perching birds or songbirds, passerines
are distinguished from other orders by the arrangement of their toes three pointing forward and one back- which helps them to perch.

13

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Another passerine bird,
the Goldﬁnch has a
distinct red face and
yellow wing patch. Male
and female are similar in
colouring and size, and
their long beaks enable
them to eat seeds from
thistles and teasels. In
winter many UK
Goldﬁnches migrate as
far south as Spain.
DID YOU KNOW......because of the thistle seeds it eats, in Christian
symbolism the European goldﬁnch is associated with Christ's Passion
and his crown of thorns. The Goldﬁnch, appearing in pictures of the
Madonna and Christ child, represents the foreknowledge Jesus and
Mary had of the Cruciﬁxion. Examples include the “Madonna of the
Goldﬁnch”, by Raphael, in which John the Baptist oﬀers a goldﬁnch to
Christ in a warning of his future. In Cima da Conegliano's Madonna
and Child, a goldﬁnch ﬂutters in the hand of the Christ child. It is also
an emblem of endurance, fruitfulness, and persistence.

RED KITE Milvus milvus
Not strictly a garden
visitor, we managed to
photograph this one in
ﬂight. The Red Kite is a
bird of prey easily
identiﬁed with it’s red
brown colouring and
forked tail. Females are
smaller than males but
similar in colouring.
DID YOU KNOW.......The oldest known Red Kite was 25 years and 8
months and was a ringed bird in Germany. The longevity record for
Britain and Ireland is 23 years and 10 months.
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ROSE RINGED PARAKEET
Psittacula krameri
Most of us will have heard the
noisy squawking of these
birds as they ﬂy across
gardens, this one stopping to
feast on the last of the apples
in our tree. They have
colonised major towns, even
though they are native to
Africa and India, and are nonmigratory, so have not come
here by natural means.
DID YOU KNOW......although we don’t actually know how they got
here, there are a number of theories that try to explain it:They escaped from Isleworth Studios during the ﬁlming of “The African
Queen” in 1951
They escaped from damaged avaries in the storms of 1987
A pair were released by Jimi Hendrix in London in the 1960’s
Escapees from a pet shop in Sudbury-on-Thames in 1970

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Over recent years, Common
Cuckoos have declined in
numbers so much that they are on
the Red list for conservation. It’s
certainly a while since we heard a
Cuckoo call - this photograph is a
few years old. They lay their eggs
in the nests of other bird species,
such as Dunnocks, Meadow Pipits
and Reed Warblers. They migrate
to Africa in the winter.
DID YOU KNOW.......Cuckoos have evolved so that the eggs they lay
imitate those of the host bird, although it may be larger in size.
Generally, the host bird seems to accept the intruder!
Richard and Alison

15

HOMOEOPATHY

Lynn Williamson
Homoeopath
L.C.P.H. M.C.P.H. A.R.H.
01923 442759
Let your body follow its natural healing path
through use of this holistic system of treatment.
The Osteopathic House
Experienced Qualiﬁed Practitioners
OSTEOPATHY, ACUPUNCTURE,
CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY, HOMEOPATHY, HEAD MASSAGE
MASSAGE THERAPIES, REFLEXOLOGY, SPORTS MASSAGE,
ADULT COUNSELLING, CHILDREN COUNSELLING,
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
BUPA and PPP recognised specialist clinic.
Philip Aarons B.Sc (Ost) DHMSA MICO & Associates
Principal Practitioner @ The Osteopathic House
YOU ALWAYS FEEL FINE WHEN YOUR SPINE IS IN LINE
www.theosteopathichouse.com

The Osteopathic House, 38 Church Street
Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 1DJ tel. 01923 896655
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riCkmaNsWorTh FooD baNk

foodbank

St. Oswald’s received the following message:
Hi everyone, Bless you all & thank you for all your support throughout
2020 and your patience in waiting to receive updates.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a healthy 2021 and a
hope for the future return to some form of normality.
Iris Bangs (Rickmansworth Food Bank)
SEEDED BY THE TRUSSELL TRUST
The Trussell Trust runs the largest network
of food banks in the UK, giving emergency
food and support to people in crisis.
Fourteen million people live below the
poverty line and in the last year 1.9 million
three-day emergency food supplies were
distributed to people in crisis.
Every day people in the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from
redundancy to receiving an unexpected bill on a low income. A
simple box of food makes a big diﬀerence, with food banks helping
prevent crime, housing loss, family breakdown and mental health
problems.
HOW DOES IT WORK?

the
trussell
trust

Volunteers sort the food that has been donated, then pack it into boxes
ready to be given out. A range of professionals e.g. doctors and health
visitors, will identify anyone in need, who will then be given a voucher
to exchange for an emergency supply. When possible, people will be
given a cuppa or even a hot meal before they collect, and advice to
other ways they may get support. People cannot just turn up at food
banks, they need to have been referred.

Rickmansworth food bank
Methodist Church, Berry Lane open:Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 and Fridays 1.00 - 3.00
Croxley food bank
Baptist Church, Baldwins Lane open:Mondays 1.00 - 3.00
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a CroXley rambler’s Diary 15Th JaN 2021
There was a touch of frost in the morning. It made a change after two
days of solid rain. I had an errand to perform in Mill End so decided to
cycle over as my permitted exercise for the day. The weather was grey
and drab but the exercise lifted my mood. At the top of Baldwins Lane
the skatepark was eerily empty even though there are plenty of
children not in school at the moment. The park is surrounded by
warning tape and perhaps the ‘stay at home’ message of lockdown 3 is
having some eﬀect. A number of people were running or walking for
their daily exercise as I crossed the Green and freewheeled down
Scots Hill.
The Council has installed gates to shut Rickmansworth High Street to
traﬃc after 10am each day. The aim is to make it easier for shoppers to
queue in a socially distanced way. I dismounted as instructed. But,
although there were people out shopping there was no evidence of
queues. Nonetheless, I am sure that the ability to stray from narrow
footpaths onto the road is welcome. We hear a lot about the way the
pandemic has caused ﬁnancial diﬃculties for shopkeepers and there
are a number of empty shops already. Will the situation get worse?
I made my way along the High Street and through the Moneyhill estate
to St Peter’s church where I had some Museum publications to deliver.
When St Peter’s was built in 1875 it would have been on the edge of
farmland but now it is in between respectable red brick Mill End and
the villas of Metroland. It was break time at St Peter’s Primary School.
The children were in the playground letting oﬀ steam and kicking
footballs about. During the national lockdown, schools are closed
except for vulnerable children and the children of critical care workers.
I was a bit surprised to see how many pupils there were at St Peter’s
but the deﬁnition of critical care has been widened. I don’t envy
teachers at the moment trying to teach some children in class and
others online.
On the way back I decided to go via Loudwater. It is easy to get lost
when the estate roads are unfamiliar but I managed to ﬁnd the crossing
tunnel beneath the railway at the end of Meadow Way. I pedalled along
to Valley Road amongst aﬄuent houses and turned up the towards the
Chorleywood Road. This is a one way street so I had a good reason
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not to try cycling up the steep hill. I paused to get my breath near the top
where workmen were putting the ﬁnishing touches to a large new house.
Developers are transforming the Chorleywood Road landscape,
replacing large 1930s houses in large gardens with large modern houses
in small gardens. The architectural styles are a mixture of
undistinguished retro and modern brick and glass.
Unlike during the ﬁrst lockdown, there was plenty of traﬃc on the main
road so I was glad to turn oﬀ down the hill towards Loudwater. I stopped
at the bottom to look at the stream by Chess Cottage. Recent rains had
raised the level and the water was grey and turbid. The moor beyond
looked brown, wet and uninviting. I toiled up the hill beyond Loudwater
Farm and noticed my ﬁrst narcissi of the year, growing at the entrance to
Pooh Corner. Unfortunately, there were plenty of large cars and
workmen’s vans on the lane so it didn’t feel very comfortable, although
the drivers did their best to be courteous. I try to avoid cycling on our
local lanes when it’s busy. However, the problem with lockdown is that
there is no rush hour. People seem to be out and about all the time.
At the top of the hill the sides of the lane were muddy where vehicles
had pulled aside to avoid oncoming traﬃc and there was a lot of standing
water. But I made it through without getting soaked. There is a good view
over the valley towards Rickmansworth Masonic School so I stopped to
look and enjoy the winter trees, black against the grey sky. Returning to
the Green I noticed a pair of rooks probing the soft soil with their long
beaks, searching for a tasty morsel.
Brian Thomson
Winter oak,

Loudwater Lane

St. Peter’s Church
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Newham,
East
London
Alternatives Newham is one of our 10% giving charities, and we have a
mention in their annual report in the “Special Thanks to our Funders in
2020.” Like many other charities, Alternatives has felt the impact of the
covid pandemic - pre-covid, the borough already had a high
percentage of people living in poverty, and over 5000 families housed
in temporary accommodation.
However, with volunteers, donations and some grants, during lock
down, the staﬀ at Alternatives:-

Delivered 345 emergency food parcels between
March and July
Gave 200 hours of phone support
Made use of Zoom meetings
When restrictions lifted for a while:-

The centre opened for food collections
One to one counselling was viable
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CROXLEY

AT THE KITCHEN, WE BAKE BEAUTIFUL
CAKES AND CUPCAKES
USING FAIRLY TRADED INGREDIENTS
WE CATER FOR BIRTHDAYS, WEDDINGS,
CHRISTENINGS AND ALL OTHER
CELEBRATIONS
WE WOULD LOVE TO DESIGN A CAKE
TOSUIT YOUR OCCASION AND BUDGET

FIND US:
198 WATFORD ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
WEB: WWW.THEKITCHENCROXLEY.COM
TWITTER: @KITCHENCROXLEY
PHONE: 07912 847295
21

iNTerCessioNs
The following suggestions for prayer week by week
are by no means exhaustive. They are intended as
prompts to encourage our prayers for: the life of our
church; the charities with which we are connected; the roads of our
parish; the village and the wider community.
Sunday 31 January to Saturday 6 February
Sunday School and Creche
Watford Schools Trust
Girton Way, Malvern Way, Sherborne Way, Winchester Way
All Saints’ Church
Sunday 7 to Saturday 13 February
Our Mission Action Plan
The Children’s Society
Claremont Crescent, Lancing Way, Winton Crescent, Winton Drive
Parliament and our MP Gagan Mohindra
Sunday 14 to Saturday 20 February
Choir and church musicians
USPG
Dulwich Way, Lincoln Drive, Lincoln Way, Little Green Lane,
Shaftesbury Court
Sunday 21 to Saturday 27 February
The Vicar and Readers
Watford and Three Rivers Refugee Partnership
Baldwins Lane, Kenilworth Drive, Manor Way, Rochester Way
Churches Together in Croxley Green
Sunday 28 February to Saturday 6 March
Mothers’ Union and Men’s Breakfast
A Rocha
Durrants Drive, Hastings Way, Lewes Way, Norwich Way
Our Parish Nurses
Sunday 7 to Saturday 13 March
Companions and Junior Youth Club
Alternatives
Merchant Taylors Place, Appleby Drive, Gloucester Court, Hertford
Close, Pevensey Way, St Mawes Close, Scarborough Drive,
Scotney Close
The Queen and Royal Family
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Sunday 14 to Saturday 20 March
Safeguarding Team and Pastoral Contact Group
Bible Reading Fellowship
Dover Way, Ludlow Way, Richmond Way, Warwick Way
Archbishop Justin, the Church of England and the Anglican Communion
Sunday 21 to Saturday 27 March
Uniformed organisations – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
ASCEND at All Saints’ South Oxhey
Canterbury Way, Gade Bank, Links Way, Rousebarn Lane
Parish, District and County Councillors
Sunday 28 March to Saturday 3 April
Parish Magazine
Christian Aid
Dorroﬁeld Close, Hazelwood Road, Mayfare, Sansom Close,
Watford Road
Our Diocesan Bishops, Alan, Richard and Michael

maTTheW Ch 6 vs 16 - 18
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iN memory
Dorothy Mildred JEFFERY ~ 21st May 1905 to 4th Feb 1996
Catherine Annie CHILD - 2nd Nov 1913 to 4th Feb 2015
Jean Constance POPE - 19th Jan 1932 to 8th Feb 2014
Derek Geoffrey “Geoff” WILLIAMSON ~ 14th Oct 1955 to
10th Feb 2011
Ivy Winifred PERCEVAL ~ 14th April 1905 to 14th Feb 1995
Doris May HUGHES ~ 8th Jan 1903 to 15th Feb 1990
Violet Maude MADGWICK ~ 23rd Sept 1903 to 22nd Feb 1979
Basil William Harvey BODEN - 2nd July 1924 to 28th Feb 2013

Robert George BALDWIN ~ 6th May 1900 to 1st March 1991
John Michael MANNING ~ 16th Aug 1937 to 7th March 2000
Cecil CASTLE ~ 20th June 1903 to 8th March 1997
Bryan Guy HINDELL ~ 16th July 1937 to 8th March 2003
Jean Margaret CARPENTER ~ 27th Dec 1937 to 10th March 2012
Richard David DUNDERDALE ~ 16th April 1930 to
11th March 2006
Jack Percy BISHOP - 6th May 1924 to 12th March 2013
John James DAVIES ~ 10th May 1925 to 23rd March 2009
Raymond CRONEY ~ 6th April 1921 to 24th March 2007
Evelyn Winifred WARMAN ~ 12th Jan 1910 to 26th March 2010
George Charles WILKINS ~ 14th Nov 1903 to 26th March 1961
Kathleen Grace HUGGINS ~ 16th March 1915 to 27th March 2009
Käthe TILLEY ~ 28th Aug 1933 to 28th March 2010
Fiona MacDONALD ~ 3rd Jan 1929 to 31st March 2012
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a prayer For ash WeDNesDay 17Th Feb

Gracious God, today begins a
period of inner reflection and
examination.
The days stretch before me and
invite me inward to that silent,
holy space that holds your
Spirit.
This special time beckons me to
see my life through Christ's eyes
and the truth and reality of
your love incarnate.
Give me the grace to enter the
space of these days with
anticipation of our meeting.
And, when I open my soul to
your presence, let your loving
kindness flow over me and seep
into the pockets of my heart.
I ask this for the sake of your
love.
Amen
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The
Children’s
Society

The Children’s Society, which has been in existence for over 100 years,
has a new vision this year called “Fighting for Hope” which continues
their work of helping children and young people who suﬀer abuse,
neglect and exploitation. The hopes and happiness of these youngsters
is being threatened now more than ever before it seems. The charity
wants to bring hope back into their lives.
An introduction to “Fight for Hope” will be aired as a webinar on 2nd
February at 11.00am. Please see the Children’s Society web site for a
link to this webinar. If you are unable to watch the live event, you can
access it at a later time via the same link.

St. Oswald’s raised £595
for the Children’s Society
from Christingles and
over the Christmas
period.
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TaTami

puZZle pages
Each 8x8 grid is ﬁlled with sixteen
4x1 blocks ﬁtted together to form a
square. The four cells of each block
contain, randomly, one each of the
numbers 1 to 4. No two similar
numbers can touch horizontally or
vertically and each row and column
must have just two of each of the
numbers.
Some numbers are given to get you
started. Can you place the rest?"

heXomiNo
There is one each of the
letters A to F in every row,
column and in each six-block
hexomino shape. Your task is
to ﬁt all the letters into the grid.

biNary

The rules of this puzzle are, deceptively,
very simple - (1) Every square in each
grid must contain either a 0 or a 1; (2)
Every row and every column must contain
four 0's and 1's; (3) There must be no
more than two 0's or 1's adjacent in any
row or column; and (4) No Row layout is
repeated and no Column layout is
repeated within any puzzle.
All you have to do is work out where they
go! They are all solvable using logic alone
without the need for trial and error,
although some can be quite tricky! (Don't
forget rule 4!)
Good luck!!!"
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Hidden in the grid are 34 words connected
with Spring and Easter. The left over letters
when rearranged will spell out a day
connected with Easter.

S
D
U
B
L
A
M
B
S
B
L
U
B
T

U
P
A
L
M
S
H
R
O
V
E
Y
L
U

Y A D
R I M
Y R H
T E Y
F T A
E S C
B I I
RWN
U L T
A E H
R NM
Y T S
O S S
L I P

ASHES
BLOSSOM
BUDS
BULBS
CHICKS
CLEANING
CROCUS
CUCKOO
CYGNETS
DAFFODIL
DECLUTTER

I
R
D
R
S
L
G
T
H
U
N
T
O
S

L
O
H
G
E
N
U
Y
L
O
H
E
M
E

O
S
G
N
I
L
K
C
U
D
A
N
Y
A

H
E
M
T
C
L
E
A
N
I
N
G
E
S

DONKEY
DUCKLINGS
EASTER
EGGS
FEBRUARY
HOLIDAY
HOLY
HUNT
HYACINTH
JOY
LAMBS
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AS
I E
SD
EA
NF
I F
HO
SD
N I
UL
SU
YC
KN
TE

N
E
W
N
E
S
S
E
I
L
I
L
O
R

AO
SO
HK
E C
S U
MC
AR
RO
CC
HU
NS
D Y
DO
S J

LENT
LILIES
MARCH
NESTING
NEWNESS
PALMS
PRIMROSE
SHROVE
SIMNEL
SUNSHINE
TULIPS
WISTERIA

CrypTiC
CrossWorD by
riCharD lee
25 Dirty room is tidied
for sleeping (9)
26 Fall back concerning a
pleasant surprise (7)
27 Nearest can become
very serious (7)

DoWN
1 Attribute to a writer
it appears (7)
2 Unbiased but I have a
fondness, it seems, (9)
3 Short sibling has no
church to join but
displays a decoration (6)

aCross
1 I blame a strange cordial (7)
4 Five ways to join church of
fundamental nature (7)
9 Tuneful loom I'd use
creatively (9)
10 As sure as one can be
displaying justiﬁcation (6)
11 Walk clumsily making a
strange rumble (6)
12 New movement of Schubert
can give a cockney a look (8)
14 Nomads travel around
ﬁnding fruit (6)
16 A new stance for making
a climb (6)
21 Small payment to join
together and go
under water (8)
23 Higher level of noise and
tumult (6)
24 Given a mark but fourth
level by the look of it (6)

5 See fewer to appear
immaculate (8)
6 Imagine I left to make a mysterious
puzzle (6)
7 Made certain to consider us never
keeping up (7)
8 Fight against changes, sister! 6)
13 Bring in reduction somehow
or other (9)
15 About to repeat a musical
show (8)
17 Sink one who starts a
new institution (7)
18 At the back end like a gull
it appears (6)
19 Write a note to a worker to create
hanging adornment (7)
20 Previous style of reform (6)
22 The snare drummer turns
to hide a killing (6)
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10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
01923 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
01923 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS WD3 5LG
01923 286102
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aNsWers
S
D
U
B
L
A
M
B
S
B
L
U
B
T

U
P
A
L
M
S
H
R
O
V
E
Y
L
U

Y A
R I
Y R
T E
F T
E S
B I
RW
U L
A E
R N
Y T
O S
L I

D
M
H
Y
A
C
I
N
T
H
M
S
S
P

I
R
D
R
S
L
G
T
H
U
N
T
O
S

L
O
H
G
E
N
U
Y
L
O
H
E
M
E

O
S
G
N
I
L
K
C
U
D
A
N
Y
A

H
E
M
T
C
L
E
A
N
I
N
G
E
S

AS N
I E E
SD W
EA N
NF E
I F S
HO S
SD E
N I I
UL L
SU I
YC L
KNO
TE R

A O
SO
HK
EC
S U
MC
AR
RO
CC
HU
NS
D Y
DO
S J

The left over letters spell
MAUNDY THURSDAY

TaTami

heXomiNo

biNary
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From The lasT eDiTioN.........

Thank you to everyone who sent their Christmas
Greetings to be displayed on the St. Oswald’s web site.
Although not the same as being able to post actual
cards in the Companions Postbox, I hope we found a
good alternative - I really enjoyed putting it together,
getting the greetings - which were very varied - and
deciding how to illustrate them all.
Alison

.......aND For The NeXT eDiTioN.........
Please send articles for the April/May edition
of the magazine to
magazine@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
by 14th March. Thank you
Please remember our 10%
giving recipients in your prayers:USPG,
CMS,
Christian Solidarity Worldwide,
ASCEND,
Church Army Marylebone Project,
Alternatives Newham,
Watford Schools Trust
and A Rocha.
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