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St Oswald’s Church – who are
we?
We are part of the Church of England in
the St. Alban’s Diocese.

Here for Christ, Community and Creation

You will find us at Malvern Way, Croxley Green, WD3 3QL,
just off Baldwins Lane.
There is a direct footpath link from Baldwins Lane into the
rear of the church grounds, and car park access from
Malvern Way.
The office entrance is at the back of the church hall.
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On page 5 of this magazine, you will find an
article by Canon Robin Gamble, Bishop's
Adviser in Church Growth for the Diocese of
Leeds and Team Leader at LYCIG (Leading
your Church into Growth). Robin refers to a
recent report revealing the current ‘R’ rating
for the Church of England.
During the Covid pandemic we became used to concerns at rising
infection rates indicated by an ‘R’ reproduction number of over 1.0. By
contrast, when it comes to statistics of church growth and the long-term
future of the Church, we should be concerned if our ‘R’ number falls
below 1.0 and at present the Church of England’s overall ‘R’ number is
at 0.9. But concern is not the same as despondency! As Robin Gamble
points out, 0.9 is not far short of 1.0 and with a more focused approach
the Church can start growing. That’s an encouraging thought.
As you are no doubt aware, a group of seven
from St Oswald’s attended a St Albans
Diocesan LYCIG Residential Weekend last
autumn at which we were informed, enthused
and also entertained – Robin Gamble has a
dry sense of humour! Anyone who missed that
event or who would like a refresher may like to
join the next conference which will be held at
High Leigh, Hoddesden, on 9-11th June 2023 at a heavily subsidized
cost of £90 per person. Please let me know if you are interested.
Input from the LYCIG Weekend has played a significant part in the
renewal of our St Oswald’s Mission Action Plan and one of the task
groups in particular has been looking at how we might become a more

What's On pp22, 23, Harvest festival p21, All Saints 150th p9,
Prayers p28, Puzzles p31
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welcoming and invitational church. A
frequent topic of discussion in
churches is whether or not to have an
official welcoming team. The danger
of that approach is that other
members of the congregation may
then feel absolved from any
responsibility to make newcomers feel
welcome. Even members of the
welcoming team may be tempted to
think, “I’m not on duty this week so I
don’t need to bother”! Attitudes like
that hardly make for a truly welcoming
church.
The alternative is to try to create more
generally a “culture of welcome” in
which every member of the
congregation takes on the responsibility of looking out for and
welcoming newcomers. However, creating such a culture will always be
an ongoing task with the concomitant risk that newcomers will be
neglected in the absence of a more focused approach. Perhaps the best
solution is a combination of both approaches. But please, regardless of
any official role you may have, if you see someone after a service of at a
church function to whom no-one is talking, do make an effort to include
them – and you may well make a good friend too!
In recent weeks it has been a delight to see some new faces in church
(maybe something to do with the LYCIG prayer for growth we have been
using in church?) and gratifying to see them being included in church
life. Interestingly, it’s often some of our oldest members who seem to set
the best example of making people feel welcome. Worth noticing them
in action!
In this holiday season, many of you will be going away and maybe will
join Sunday worship at an unfamiliar church. This in itself is a good
opportunity to be reminded of what it’s like be a visitor. If you have
examples of good practice we could learn from – or indeed bad
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examples to avoid – the task group would, I am sure, love to hear them.
But whether at home or way, I hope that you enjoy a safe, happy and
healthy summer.
Yours sincerely,

Robert

The following item by Robin Gamble is taken with
permission from an emailing from the team at Leading
Your Church into Growth.

The most important ‘Church Times’
article in ages…
On the 27th May Sarah Meyrick wrote an article in the Church Times
about the recent work and report of Dr John Hayward, a mathematician
at the University of South Wales and the founder of the church-growth
modelling site. It begins, “The Church of England faces extinction within
forty years because the faith it proclaims is not contagious enough”.
Wow! – apparently other older denominations such as the Methodists
and Roman Catholics and Baptists are facing a similarly apocalyptic
future. The problem is that our ‘R’ number or rate at which we as
members reproduce is too low. In order to grow, our ‘R’ number has to
be above ‘one’; as soon as it goes below ‘one’, we start, or continue, to
shrink.
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Now in one respect there is nothing new here but the language and cold
precision with which a statistician handles the data is much more stark
than we are used to. So let’s hope that this starkness has a wake-up
effect.
Some of us will remember the work of Dr Peter Brierley
who carried out similar research work back in the day
and came to similar conclusions. The problem with
Peter Brierley’s work was that it was not taken
seriously. I had the privilege of working with him and for
him for a short time and came to greatly admire, not just
his professionalism, but also his deep spiritual love for
God’s church. His problem was he kept coming up
against bishops and other church leaders who were continually
repeating the ‘growth is not just about numbers’ line and how it was
God’s job to grow the church. Let us hope that John Hayward’s work
meets with a more responsive hearing.
And now here is the inviting opening door in his work. The CofE’s ‘R’
number (which you remember has to be just above one for us to grow) is
at 0.9. In other words, we are actually so close to over-all growth; a bit
more teaching and training, prayer and encouragement and more than
anything else a bit more growth focused leadership, and we can get
there.
Of course, the most important ‘R’ number is not the one prevailing in the
CofE but the one in each of our individual churches. This is where we
can provide the leadership, establish the vision and set the culture.
As well as reading the Church Times I have also
been reading the book of Acts (always an exciting
but slightly dangerous thing to do). As always Acts
sets my fire going, my hopes shoot through the roof
and my focus becomes re-prioritised on growth and
evangelism.
There are seven clear references to the numerical
growth of the church in Acts alongside lots of
deepening and encouraging of faith. Throughout the
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book we read of the relentless spread of the gospel as it travels from
Jerusalem to Rome. ‘So the churches were strengthened in the faith and
increased in numbers daily’ (Acts 16:5).
Just like the latest research on ‘R’ numbers, the book of Acts is a ‘now’
document. It is contemporary, relevant, strategic for us today and we are
an Apostolic church.
But it only works when we apply it to our own local church.

God of
mission,
who alone brings growth to your Church, send your
Holy Spirit to give
Vision to our planning
Wisdom to our actions
Joy to our worship and
Power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers,
in spiritual commitment to you, and
in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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HOMOEOPATHY

Lynn Williamson
Homoeopath
L.C.P.H., M.C.P.H., A.R.H.
01923 442759
Let your body follow its natural healing path
through use of this holistic system of treatment.

The Osteopathic House
Experienced Qualified Practitioners

OSTEOPATHY, ACUPUNCTURE,
CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY, HOMEOPATHY, HEAD MASSAGE,
MASSAGE THERAPIES, REFLEXOLOGY, SPORTS MASSAGE,
ADULT COUNSELLING, CHILDREN COUNSELLING,
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
BUPA and PPP recognised specialist clinic.
Philip Aarons B.Sc (Ost) DHMSA MICO & Associates
Principal Practitioner @ The Osteopathic House
YOU ALWAYS FEEL FINE WHEN YOUR SPINE IS IN LINE

The Osteopathic House, 38 Church Street,
Rickmansworth, Herts., WD3 1DJ Telephone: 01923 896655
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All Saints' celebrated the 150th
anniversary of their consecration
on 25th June this year. The
celebrations have included a flower
festival, in which St Oswald's
participated, 'yarn bombing' of the
church building and local pillar
boxes, a concert, a new history of
the church as well as a celebration
service.
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Flower Festival

Displays from Croxley
Trefoil Guild above and
St Oswald's left.
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St. Oswald’s Jumble
Sale 22nd October 2022
2.00 – 4.00pm
Entry 50p
Clothes, shoes, toys, bric-a-brac, jewelry and more.....
Refreshments in Church
More details in next magazine so watch this
space.
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When we have threats of schism in the Anglican church it is interesting
to look back to a time when disputes led people to write hymns. An
English vicar was so offended by the liberal views of the Bishop of Natal,
John Colenso (inter alia the rejection of the notion of eternal punishment)
that he wrote this hymn in defence of the orthodox Anglican position:
The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the word:
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride,
With his own blood he bought her and for her life he died.
Samuel Stone (1839-1900) was a young curate in Windsor when he
wrote this, in 1866. The hymn is based on the ninth article of the
Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in the holy Catholic Church, the communion
of saints”. It originally ran to seven verses but the editors of the 1868
Hymns A&M shortened it to five.
Also omitted from our hymn book is the original third verse, which is the
only one to hint at the schisms and heresies which occasioned its
writing:
The Church shall never perish! Her dear Lord, to defend,
To guide, sustain and cherish, is with her to the end;
Though there be those who hate her, and false sons in her pale,
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.
This was not the only hymn to come out of this particular dispute. Sir
Henry Baker’s Lord, thy word abideth was another.
The tune universally used is Aurelia by Samuel Sebastian Wesley. This
also has an interesting provenance. It was written in 1864 for Jerusalem
the golden (hence its name, “aureus” being Latin for golden), but that
hymn was eventually matched to another tune and Aurelia is now used
mainly for The Church’s one foundation and From Greenland’s icy
mountains.
S S Wesley (1810-1876), a grandson of Charles Wesley, was an
organist at three London churches, then at various cathedrals. He wrote
some splendid church music, including a number of hymn tunes, and
was probably the foremost Anglican church musician of the nineteenth
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century. As it happens, his anthem Lead me, Lord will be sung later in
the same service. We will also sing his tune Hereford, set to his
grandfather’s O Thou who camest from above. A bit of a Wesley-fest
that day!
Quentin Phillips

Bishop Colenso (1814-1883), Bishop of Natal, was an
interesting man. His experiences in southern Africa affected
him deeply. He translated the New Testament into Zulu and
formed close relationships with tribal leaders. He was ahead of
his time in promoting a critical approach to understanding the
Bible and in supporting the Zulu nation against the depredations
of the expanding British colonial state.

EVENING PRAYER
A request has been made for the resumption of Evening Prayer on
a Sunday evening. This would be a simple said service, possibly with
some hymns, rather than full Choral Evensong and would take place
initially just on the first Sunday of the Month. Please let the Vicar
know if you would support this suggestion and, if so, what time
would work best.
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A CROXLEY RAMBLER
Brian Thomson strolls along the canal and through
Whippendell woods, 29 June 2022
High summer and the sun is occasionally making appearances between
the clouds. At Hunton Bridge it was good to get away from the noise of
the A41 for a stroll along the towpath. A stroll means time to stop and
look around and the first thing I noticed was the intricate brickwork
supporting the bridge. The arch is not square with the canal and the
courses of bricks are set at an angle. It must have taken great skill to
complete. The trees are in full leaf and spring flowers are well over.
Dunnocks warbled in the dense undergrowth. Mallards have lost their
bright spring colours and blend in with the brown water. The banks of
the canal mix a certain wildness with carefully presented suburbia.
Hogweed and other tall summer plants grow beside the towpath while
on the other bank a whitewashed mansion has its own wharf, edged
with lavender next to immaculate lawns.
At the first of the Hunton Bridge locks there is a cottage on each side of
the water and roses in one of the gardens. A blue damsel fly caught my
attention and a small pale insect flew up from the water - a late mayfly?

The South West Herts Narrowboat Trust have their base here. They
keep a couple of smartly painted red and green barges for the
community to use.
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The canal passes under the busy
A41 and just beyond is a memorial
to two men who died during the
construction of the Gade Valley
trunk sewer in 1970. On the next
stretch, leading to the bridge under
the motorway link road, I was
fortunate to see a couple of unusual
birds - a mandarin duck which
quickly hid in the reeds and a
cormorant which lazily took off and
flapped away. Up to the right some
cattle sought shade below the ruins
of Langleybury School. I noticed a
sycamore in the hedge, its fruit
already formed, their wings pretty in
shades of pink and green. Plants
were growing tall in a marshy area on the edge of the canal - bullrushes
and reeds with occasional flowers of purple loosestrife and tall
hogweed.
On the south side of the link road bridge my focus on waterside plants
was interrupted by a pile of rubbish tipped on the edge of the towpath.
I informed the Council and hopefully they will deal with it. Beyond Lady
Capel’s lock, in contrast, one of the barge owners showed how to
make an attractive garden in a small space in the bow of their boat.
The towpath crosses the canal
on an attractive white bridge,
designed so as to give the
hardworking horse the
opportunity to tow the barge
from the other side of its
body. Inside the Grove estate
a signpost points the way for
a wildlife walk around the
grounds. Although the
fairways and greens are a
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carpet of uniform short grass, the margins, which are substantial, have
been left to grow tall attracting butterflies and grasshoppers. I walked
on past Grove Mill and decided to turned up the lane towards West
Herts golf course and Whippendell woods.
I took the path skirting the
fairways to the car park at
Sparrow Pot (named after
one of the lodges on the
Earl of Essex’s estate that
sported a novel type of
bird box made from pots)
and then made my way
into Whippendell woods
along the main track
running parallel to Grove
Mill lane. There was a
wider variety of birds
amongst the trees blackbirds, a chiffchaff and
blackcaps. Soon there
was a fallen beech tree
and on the other side of
the path several more
whose tops had been
broken off about twenty
feet from the ground.
Perhaps a windstorm had
scythed through the wood
just here.
Past a deep quarry I turned left down the slope to Strawberry Fields. I
remember when this was a sizeable open area where you could have a
picnic. Now the trees and scrub have been left to grow and it feels
much more enclosed. But there is a bench in an open space next to a
patch of rosebay willow herb just coming into bloom. Now the trees
are in full leaf it is not so easy to find your way in the woods but I took
advantage of little paths to climb zig-zag up the slope to Rousebarn
Lane and the Woodland Trust car park.
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Delicately scented cream
honeysuckle was in flower in
Merlins Spring. The grasses
stood tall in the fields on either
side - no livestock there at the
moment. I walked through the
wheat field and noticed a handful
of red poppies that had managed
to evade the herbicides. The
corn will soon be ripe. Someone
had dropped a stout four foot
branch amongst the plants - not
good for the combine harvester.
I moved it into Long Newlands
Spring.
As I approached Little Green Lane the changing nature of our local
landscape could not be avoided. To the left, over the cornfield, stands
the new tower block in West Watford and the cranes constructing
more. Closer at hand, to the right of the path, a mechanical digger was
in action in the field with a number of people looking on. It appeared
that work had begun on the drainage area for the new development at
Killingdown farm. Subsequent investigation suggested that these were
archaeologists completing their survey before the builders move in.
Some changes are hard to take and rubbish in the
lane did not help my mood. But, not far away, a
neglected verge had been colonised by yellow St.
Johns wort and purple toadflax, making a more
hopeful picture.
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Nature at St Oswald's
Botanical and Butterfly Surveys
During June and July Margaret Cox, Clare
Hook, Val Edwards, Gill and Brian
Thomson enjoyed themselves carrying out
a botanical survey of the grounds, which
include the strip of land beside the
alleyway footpath. There is a surprising
variety of plants at St Oswald's.
We counted 13 species of native trees
(plus several introduced species). The
alleyway was once a field boundary
stretching from Baldwins Lane to the spinney in the grounds of Malvern
Way school and the trees are the remains of an old hedgerow. The oak
trees are well over 100 years old.
As many of you will have noticed, the plants on a small area near the
entrance to the car park have been left to grow for the benefit of insects
and other wildlife. We counted 14 species of flowering plants and 3
species of grasses in that small area. According to the website Caring
for God's Acre that means it is a 'good' patch of grassland for wildlife. In
the rest of the grounds we found one or more specimens of at least 38
more species of flowering plants and 2 more species of grasses. We
will post the details of our survey on the
church website and will welcome
observations for plants that we missed.
In addition Val Edwards carried out a
butterfly survey in the grounds for an
hour on a July afternoon. She recorded
3 large whites, 1 small white, 1 peacock,
1 comma and 1 holly blue. At other
times various observers have seen
speckled wood, meadow brown and
gatekeeper butterflies too. The herb
garden is a particular attraction for them.
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ECO CHURCH NEWS
RECYCLE WITH ST OSWALD'S
As part of our caring for the
environment, there are now bins in
the church porch for some items
which are not easy to recycle at
home. These include: household
batteries; printer ink cartridges of all
makes; used pens of all makes
(biros, felt pens, markers); bras;
empty blister packs from medicine.
All items will be disposed of either
through charities or by responsible
recycling enterprises. If you have
ideas about other items that we
might be able to recycle as a church
community, please talk to a member
of the Eco Group. The aim is to make this service available to the wider
community with bins in the entrance of the church hall and eventually in
the church grounds.

ST OSWALD'S AND GLOBAL WARMING
On 18 and 19 July we sweltered. The temperature exceeded 40
degrees C at Heathrow. Global warming is real. The Church of England
has set itself the objective of helping to tackle the problem by reaching
net zero carbon emissions by 2030. So how is St Oswald's doing?
Most of our carbon dioxide output comes from the gas fired heating
system in our buildings. The electricity we use is renewable. Last year
(ending September) the church produced 6.5 tonnes of CO2. But that is
an improvement on previous years. In 2014 it was 12 tonnes and in
2016 it was 15 tonnes. No doubt the low figure last year was partly due
to reduced use of the buildings because of covid. Let's see what
happens as we get back to normal (hopefully) this winter.
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The Parochial Church Council
Notes by Brian Thomson

The PCC met on 24 May and 13 July.
We agreed the following four goals for the new Mission Action Plan and
working groups were charged to come up with more detailed proposals.
The convenors of the groups are shown in brackets.

+ Becoming more welcoming and invitational (Val Edwards) - Create
a welcoming culture along with a range of activities and groups to
welcome people into the church community.

+ Leveraging our environmental work (Jon Cox) - run environmentally
themed events involving the community which meet the church’s
environmental objectives.

+ Developing our worship (Tony Barton) - enhance our spotlight
service and develop new Sunday evening services.

+ Enhancing our youth work (Margaret Cox) - maintain a varied
calendar of youth activities to retain existing and
recruit new young people to the church community.
The PCC has approved an updated Data Protection
Policy and slightly revised Safeguarding Policies.
Copies of the minutes are available from Brian Thomson for
those on the electoral roll. If you would like to see them
please email secretary@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 2022

This year’s Harvest Festival will take place on Sunday 2nd October
with a special Harvest themed Family Service at 10am. This will be
preceded by an informal breakfast in the Hall for which arrangements
are currently being worked out.
Once again, we shall be collecting items for Alternatives Trust East
London, a small charity that empowers vulnerable families in the
London Borough of Newham to transform their lives. The following
items have been requested by Alternatives: long life blue milk, cereal,
pasta, rice, spaghetti, tinned fruit, rice pudding, tinned vegetables,
tinned tomatoes, tinned fish (i.e. tuna, mackerel), tinned meat, jam,
honey, tea, coffee, drinking chocolate, sugar, bottles of fruit juice,
cleaning products, toiletries, nappies, baby wipes. Please note that
clients tend not to enjoy baked beans and tinned soup but otherwise
any of the above that has a long “best before” date would be
appreciated.
We shall also be encouraging donations to the Bishop of St Albans
Harvest Appeal “Not Forgotten", a partnership with Tearfund
supporting communities in Mozambique coping with conflict, climate
change and other economic pressures through the local church.
More details through the weekly emailing and the printed notice sheet.
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WHAT'S ON?
Services
Holy Communion on Sundays 8 am and 10 am,
except first Sunday in the month when there is a
Family Service at 10 am, and on Wednesdays at
11 am.
Morning Prayer on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
9 am.
Sunday School meets each Sunday, except first Sunday in the
month, at 10 am
Cafe O on Monday mornings in term time in the church from
8.45 am to 11.45 am, except Bank Holidays.

meets on the second Thursday of each
month at 2.30 pm in the church.
11th August - Afternoon Tea in the Church grounds
8th September - A Journey to the Holy Land, Maureen Cliff
13th October - Sing-a-long with Alison Lee
10th November - Crafts with Debbie Brown
8th December - Reading, Carol and Decoration

Men's Breakfast meets in the hall monthly on Saturdays at
7.45 am.
17th September - the new Highway Code, John de Braux
15th October - Jon Rickwood
19th November - Land of the Maple Leaf, Phil Brading
10th December - Festive Fun, Michael Hart
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DATES FOR DIARIES
August
1 to 5 August, Monday to Friday - Holiday Club
28 August, Sunday 3 pm litter-picking with Friends of Croxley
Common Moor.
September
2 to 4 September, Friday to Sunday, Cropthorne Retreat (to
be confirmed)
3 September, Saturday, clearup morning 9 am-12 noon
11 September, Sunday, last day for items for October/
November magazine
24 September, Saturday, clearup morning 9 am-12 noon
24 September, Saturday, Family Nature Activities 2 to 4 pm
October
2 October, Sunday, 10 am Harvest Festival Service
preceded by bring-your-own-breakfast at 9 am
4 October, Tuesday, Deanery Confirmation Service at St
Mary’s Rickmansworth
22 October, Saturday, Jumble Sale
November
12 November, Saturday, Beetle Drive
19 November, Saturday, Christian Aid Book Sale at Croxley
Baptist Church
27 November Advent Sunday
December
4 December, Sunday, Christmas Pudding and Craft evening
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THE BARTLETTS – PART TWO
Michael Hart
A number of us from St
Oswald’s
travelled
westwards in April to
witness
Richard’s
Institution
and
Induction as Vicar of
the Benefice of West
Purbeck at Holy Rood
Church, Wool. Since then he has been ministering to his new flock while his
immediate family returned to Croxley so that both Ben and Katie could
complete important school exams. But they are now over, and on July 15
they moved to join Richard in Wool.
So this article is by way of thanking Jenny, Tom, Ben and Katie for all they
brought to the life of St Oswald’s over the past six years particularly in its
musical life and our work with children and young people, with Jenny also
serving on the PCC, for the first time anywhere.
As for their futures, much is in the air. Jenny is hoping to find some Library
work while Tom, having just graduated at Durham with a First class Honours
degree in Human Geography, is to take a gap year much of it to be spent with
the Franciscans in Northumberland. Ben awaits his A level results and
hopes to study Urban Planning at either Cardiff or Bristol, while Katie, who
awaits her GCSE results, will start her A level course of English Literature,
Philosophy and Classical Civilization at Thomas Hardye’s School in
Dorchester.
We wish them all well in in their respective futures and hope they won’t
lose contact with us – there will always be a warm welcome for any of
them if they happen to be in the area.
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Afternoon Mothers’ Union 14th July
A Pictorial Guided Tour of Bletchley Park – Home of
the Codebreakers of World War ll
was the title of the talk and slide show given by Clare. The Bletchley
Park Mansion, in Buckinghamshire, dates back to 1870. In 1883 the
Mansion and part of the estate was purchased by a wealthy stockbroker,
Sir Herbert Samuel Leon and his initials can be seen in stone above the
entrance porch.
In 1938 the British Government bought the Mansion and part of the
estate to house the Government Code and Cipher School (GC&CS),
which was officially formed on 1st Novemeber 1919 from the Army and
Navy Intelligences Service. In August 1939, after building new huts for
extra work space, the GC & CS moved in. Bletchley Park was the ideal
rural location, easily accessed from London, Oxford and Cambridge and
safely away from the London bombing.
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So Bletchley Park became the Head Quarters of Britain’s cryptanalytic
and signals intelligence organisation and here some of the best brains of
Britain were pitted against the enemy’s enciphered communications
during the Second World War. Their success forged Britain’s decisively
powerful intelligence weapon which saved countless lives and helped to
significantly shorten the war.
The Mansion is an imposing building with many features of that era –
beautiful stained glass windows even in the toilet, wooden staircase and
wooden panelling, spacious rooms with décor of the time. The huts,
where most of the work was done, were not of the same standard and
now house many of the exhibitions showing the many aspects of the
work carried out here. But every exhibit is either glued or tied down so
nothing can disappear.
It was in Hut 8 that the Codebreakers managed to break the top secret
German Naval Enigma ciphers. Their work provided crucial day to day
intelligence during the Battle of the Atlantic. It allowed the Admiralty to
re-route Allied convoys bringing vital supplies to Britain around the
enemy U boats hunting them down. The team here was led by
mathematician Alan Turin and chess grandmaster Hugh O’Donel
Alexander.
There is a Codebreakers wall to
commemorate everyone who worked at
Bletchley Park, where their names are
carved into a brick. Underneath each name
is

•••−

dot dot dot dash….. morse code for V for
Victory.
Bletchley Park was known as the Home of
Statue of Alan Turing, Bletchley
credit Antoine Taveneaux
Antoine Taveneaux, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via
Wikimedia Commons
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Secrets. Everyone who came to work there had to sign the Official
Secrets Act, no one ever discussed their work outside their work station,
and no one knew what anyone else did.
After the War the place was shrouded in secrecy and no one was meant
to know anything about Bletchley Park. Amazingly it was not until the
mid-seventies that people who worked at the Park began to tell their
extraordinary stories, leading to many books being written and films
made. There was much more that Clare told us but I think the best idea
is to visit Bletchley Park and see for yourself – your entrance ticket is
valid for a year and allows you to visit as often as you choose within
that time. Thank you Clare for a very interesting afternoon.
Next Meeting – Afternoon Tea at the Church either in the
grounds or in the Church depending on the weather!

Moving On in June and July
St Oswald's said farewell to Cherith and John Kingsley-Smith who
have moved to Devon. Cherith added a huge amount to the
church's music through her wonderful singing, her piano playing
and inimitable sense of humour. We hope to see them back in St
Oswald's from time to time.
We are very sad that St Oswald's Pre-school has closed. Over
many years the staff contributed an enormous amount to the early
years education of local children and the church was able to make
its own contribution through the use of the church hall. We will
miss the children playing outside and parents queueing at lunch
time to pick up their offspring.
Our friends at the Baptist Church face big changes as all three of
their Ministers Dave Gregory, Lisa Kerry and Jon Bishop have
moved to pastures new.
Farewell to all concerned. They will be missed.
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Intercessions for each week
The following suggestions for prayer week by week are intended as
prompts to encourage our prayers for: the life of our church; the charities
with which we are connected; the roads of our parish; the village and the
wider community. Other suggestions may be found in the weekly Vicar's
email letter.

Sunday 31 July to Saturday 6 August
Our Mission Action Plan
USPG
Dulwich Way, Lincoln Drive, Lincoln Way, Little
Green Lane
Parliament and our MP Gagan Mohindra
Shaftesbury Court
Sunday 7 to Saturday 13 August
Choir and church musicians
Watford and Three Rivers Refugee Partnership
Baldwins Lane, Kenilworth Drive, Manor Way,
Rochester Way
Churches Together in Croxley Green
Sunday 14 to Saturday 20 August
The Vicar and Readers
A Rocha
Durrants Drive, Hastings Way, Lewes Way,
Norwich Way
Our Parish Nurses
Sunday 21 to Saturday 27 August
Mothers’ Union and Men’s Breakfast
Alternatives
Merchant Taylors Place, Appleby Drive, Gloucester
Court, Hertford Close, Pevensey Way, St Mawes
Close, Scarborough Drive, Scotney Close
The Queen and Royal Family
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Traherne window, Hereford

Sunday 28 August to Saturday 3 September
Companions and Junior Youth Club
Bible Reading Fellowship
Dover Way, Ludlow Way, Richmond Way, Warwick Way
Archbishop Justin, the Church of England and the Anglican Communion
Sunday 4 to Saturday 10 September
Safeguarding Team and Pastoral Contact Group
ASCEND at All Saints’ South Oxhey
Canterbury Way, Gade Bank, Links Way, Rousebarn Lane
Parish, District and County Councillors
Sunday 11 to Saturday 17 September
Uniformed organisations – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
The Marylebone Project (Church Army Women’s Hostel)
Our local shops and businesses
Sunday 18 to Saturday 24 September
Parish Magazine
Christian Solidarity Worldwide
Dorrofield Close, Hazelwood Road, Mayfare, Sansom Close, Watford Road
Our local schools
Sunday 25 September to Saturday 1 October
Churchwardens, Treasurer and PCC
New Hope Trust
Beechcroft Ave, Oakleigh Drive, Sycamore App, Sycamore Road, Valley Walk
All Saints’ Church

Prayer List Please remember in your prayers the sick, those who
care for them, and those who mourn; our 10% mission giving
recipients: USPG, CMS, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, ASCEND,
Church Army Marylebone Project, Alternatives Trust East London,
Watford Schools Trust and A Rocha.
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Please remember in prayer the families of those listed here

AUGUST
Frederick James GIBBENS ~ 14th Nov 1895 to 6th Aug 1986
Arthur William Eugene HITCHCOCK ~ 6th Feb 1919 to 6th Aug 2001
Brian ACREMAN - 3rd Aug 1945 to 10th Aug 2016
Richard Paul ASHTON - 17th Nov 1956 to 10 Aug 2016
Bernard Roy HARRIS - 28th October 1923 to 11th Aug 2016
Phyllis May LEE ~ 23rd Aug 1911 to 11th Aug 1978
George Wilfred HAMBLIN ~ 22nd June 1911 to 16th Aug 1974
Sylvia NEWELL - 17th Jan 1931 to 17th Aug 2014
Leonard Sidney DENTON ~ 24th Dec 1908 to 18th Aug 1986
Arthur William SEELEY ~ 3rd June 1910 to 22nd Aug 1990
Gerald Mark CHURCHILL ~ 9th July 1910 to 26th Aug 1998
Marjorie JACKSON - 22nd Oct 1915 to 26th Aug 2014
Diane HUGHES ~ 14th Feb 1933 to 28th Aug 1984
Robert VICKERS ~ 27th March 1926 to 28th Aug 2006
Daisy Maud WILLIS ~ 23rd Jan 1917 to 28th Aug 2012
Percy SEDDON ~ 20th April 1894 to 31st Aug 1966
Kenneth Greenlees WINWARD - 10th June 1920 to 31st Aug 2012
SEPTEMBER
Jean HOUGHTON BROWN ~ 14th June 1960 to 3rd Sep 1985
Robert Graham BALDWIN - 13th December 1926 to 5th September 2016
Kate STRANZ ~ 28th June 1889 to 16th Sep 1964
Alfred George James MUNNS ~ 10th Feb 1904 to 18th Sep 1992
Annie SEDDON ~ 23rd Sep 1895 to 19th Sep 1948
Vera Nellie de BRAUX ~ 21st Sep 1918 to 18th March 2001
Cecil Hubert de BRAUX ~ 2nd July 1917 to 29th May 2008
William HUGHES ~ 27th Nov 1896 to 22nd Sep 1970
Neil Edward WARMAN ~ 12th June 1939 to 22nd Sep 1971

30

Olive (Pearl) CARELSE ~ 9th April 1921 to 25th Sep 2012
Constance Emma HOOK ~ 24th Oct 1908 to 24th Sep 1995
Joan Alice HEATH - 28th Sept 1931 to 25th Sept 2014
Katherine Tsui Hsien MAN ~ 23rd Jan 1974 to 26th Sep 2012
K Joyce WILBY ~ 19th Aug 1926 to 28th Sep 2006
John Arthur Spencer WATSON ~ 31st March 1927 to 28th Sept 2009
Dorothy Iris STEVENS ~ 19th June 1920 to 29th Sep 1968
Sylvia Kathleen VICKERS ~ 13th April 1929 to 29th Sep 2012
Alan James ROBERTS - 19th December 1938 to 29th September 2019
Andrew Keith RESTARICK - 11th December 1956 to 13th September 2020

HOMOPHONES from Alison Lee
A Homophone is a word having the same sound as another, but
differing from it in meaning and spelling.
For example, the clue “amphibian pulled behind" would refer to the
words “Toad” as an amphibian and "Towed" as "pulled behind"
1. Every boring tool

9. Percussion instrument logo

2. Strikes candle material

10. Battled stronghold

3. Monk chip cooker

11. Wander about Italian city

4. Bread part in a play

12. Trees to employ for a purpose

5. Make fun of afternoon drinks

13. Inexpensive birdsong

6. Cry dance

14. Fight having two parts

7. Handle an axe put in a barrow

15. Shy carp

8. Auction wind catcher

16. Shout loudly uncooked
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Cryptic
Crossword by
Richard Lee
19 Unabridged,
but with ends
trimmed and
forming a long
high peak (5)
20 Harvester
shown in an area
perfectly grown
(6)
22 Cloth of a
physical nature
(8)
26 Lodger
comes round with
some notes and
Across
not well written verse (8)
1 Brochure from plate whipped up 27 Walked aimlessly to make me
with speed (8)
bald (6)
5 Energy of one cub jumping
28 Stones left on a burial plot (6)
around (6)
29 Schedule gets to turn into a
7 Purloining, thanks to royalty (6) spin (8)
8 Standards to make it racier (8)
10 Relation comes around from
Down
the east (8)
1 I opt to include a disorganised
12 Talking while bird sings badly courtyard (5)
(6)
2 Force open the trophy we hear
13 A pronoun certainly carries
(5)
weight (5)
3 Not heavy but illuminating (5)
15 Saying about a small
4 Shown the way after the bridle is
transporter with little time to get a brought down (7)
favourable position (9)
5 Cooks in water and forms
17 At wits end when speed rate
second grade lubricants (5)
changes (9)
6 Tend to the young lady or
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perhaps she will look after the
children? (9)
9 Shake up the late sportsman (7)
11 Relative direction that is the
church (5)
13 Eroded right round in a neat
fashion (7)
14 Lion and a stag mix in
sentimental memory (9)
16 Courage never to change (5)

18 Butler moves around master,
giving a glass (7)
21 Returns from a popular urban
location relating to the countryside
(5)
23 Raise a glass to a saint (5)
24 Argue against coming back as
a potato, perhaps (5)
25 Boy has two ways to be
burdened (5)

TOO HOT? TOO COLD? Quiz
1
What is the lowest possible or North Pole?
temperature known as?
9
What is the chief fuel used in
2
What is the boiling point of a blast furnace?
water in degrees celsius?
10
What liquid has the highest
3
What is energy measured specific heat capacity?
in?
11
At what temperature is
4
What is the average human Fahrenheit equal to Centigrade?
body temperature in degrees
12
Substances that don’t
Celsius? 36, 37 or 38c.
conduct heat are known as what?
5
What process transfers heat 13
Which novel by author Ray
from one object to another?
Bradbury is named after the
6
Which is the hottest planet in temperature at which book paper
our solar system?
catches fire? Fahrenheit 451.
7
What is solar radiation
14
Which British band had a top
mostly made up of?
20 hit with ‘Hot Water’ in 1984?
8
Where is colder, the South
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PUZZLES FROM RICHARD LEE
ABCDx Puzzle
This puzzle has the letters ABCD
placed randomly in each row and
column with the remaining square
left empty ('x' represents a
space). The clues down each
side and across the top or bottom
show you the first (or, if in
brackets, the second) letter which
would be encountered in that
particular row or column. All you
have to do is to work out where
the original letters and spaces
were placed.

Sudoku X Puzzle
In the Sudoku X square each
row, column, individual 3x2 box
and the two main diagonals all
contain one each of the numbers
1 to 6. The puzzle, just like an
ordinary Sudoku, is to work out,
using the numbers given, where
the rest fit in!
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MUSICAL CRUISE
Which musical instruments will complete this story?
Joe met Ena on a ........ liner. She looked marvellous in
an .......... pleated skirt with a bunch of .......... in her
hair. Hearing her ........-like voice he rushed off to
meet her, falling over a ....... of oil on the deck. He
said, "Would you like to come to the ..........?" But she said "No,
I would rather hear the ............". Joe felt thirsty and said he
must have a ........... They decided to play cards and, after a
while, Ena said to Joe, "When you should play a high card, why
do you always ............. one? And when I play an ace, why do you
always ..........?" He said "You are a ........". She replied ".........
sticks". He kissed her ..........tly as a .......... of his affection
after which they leant against the rails and watched some
sailors ........ into the sea.

PUZZLE
ANSWERS
TOO HOT? TOO COLD?
1. Absolute zero. 2. 100 degrees.
3. Joules. 4. 37c. 5 Conduction.
6. Venus. 7. Visible light. 8. South Pole.
9. Coke. 10. Water. 11. -40.
12. Insulators. 13. Fahrenheit 451.
14. Level 42.
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

HOMOPHONES
1. All Awl
2. Whacks

Wax

3. Friar Frier
4. Roll

Role

5. Tease Teas
6. Bawl Ball
7. Wield
8. Sale

Wheeled
Sail

9. Cymbal

Symbol

10. Fought

Fort

11. Roam

Rome

12. Yews

Use

13. Cheap
14. Duel
15. Coy
16. Roar

Cheep
Dual
Koi
Raw

MUSICAL CRUISE
piano, accordion, violas, bell, drum, concertina, bandjo, bass,
piccolo, trumpet, lyre, fiddle, violin, cymbal, castanet.
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St Oswald's Church, 17 Malvern Way, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 3QL
Contacts
Vicar: Revd. Robert Riley-Braley tel:01923 332244
email: vicar@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Lay-Reader: Tony Barton tel: 01923 897256
email: tony.barton@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Lay-Reader: Magdalena Pletsch
email: magdalena.pletsch@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Maurice Lisley
email:maurice.lisley@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Helen McAlpine
Treasurer: Karen Pryse
email:karen.pryse@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
PCC Secretary: Brian Thomson
email: secretary@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
Hall Bookings: email hall-bookings@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
General Enquiries email: info@stoswaldschurch.org.uk

EDITOR'S NOTE
Updated information on services and activities at St Oswald's will be
posted on the church website www.stoswaldschurch.org.uk, the
church's Facebook page and the weekly email Vicar's letter.
The next edition of the magazine will be published at the end of
September 2022. Please send items for the next edition by Sunday 11
September to magazine@stoswaldschurch.org.uk
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