
ST. OSWALD’S PARISH CHURCH, CROXLEY GREEN.
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PCC HELD ON Tuesday 27th January 2026 at 8.00pm

The meeting took place in the church and opened in prayer, led by Tony Barton. 

Present				
Anne-Georgina Barnes, 	Tony Barton, Margaret Cox, Val Edwards, Vanessa Mackay, Helen McAlpine (chair), Guy Parks, Karen Pryse, Anne Thomas, Brian Thomson, Lynn Williamson

Apologies  Debbie Clifford, Steve Clifford, Jonathan Cox, Richard Doughty, Clare Hook	

26/01 The minutes of the meeting held on 18th November were agreed.  There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

26/02	Safeguarding   
Val Edwards said that there had been no concerns or allegations raised since the previous PCC
meeting.

The PCC agreed that the Diocese Safeguarding Team could have access to the information on St Oswald’s Safeguarding Hub.  The PCC also agreed to re-adopt the policy ‘Responding to a Safeguarding Concern or Allegation’.

26/03	Vacancy Arrangements
Helen McAlpine thanked Tony Barton for taking the lead in dealing with recent funerals.  Good progress had been made in arranging services up to Easter. There will be some occasions in February and March when priests are not available and we will use a service of the Word instead of Holy Communion.  

26/04	FGPC matters
  Finance  Karen Pryse had circulated draft accounts for 2025 and a draft budget for 2026.  The outturn for 2025 was a surplus of over £20,000.  Amongst other things this was the result of the reduced parish share during the vacancy and a repayment from the previous energy supplier SSE. The PCC agreed to transfer £7,000 to the church reserve fund, £7,000 to the church hall reserve fund and £5,000 to the church hall kitchen refurbishment fund.  The PCC also endorsed the budget which forecast an overall surplus of around £14,000 including a surplus on the church account of just over £2,000.  This took account of an increase in the cleaner’s wages in line with the Living Wage. 
  10% Giving Scheme.  Anne-Georgina Barnes reported concerning the Trinity Project that Jonathan Cox had joined the team of trustees in order to help establish the charity.  That should facilitate the project’s registration and setting up a bank account.  Consequently, the PCC agreed to continue holding the funds previously set aside for the Trinity Project.
  Facilities.  Guy Parks reported the main points from the last FGPC meeting.  The PCC agreed to spend up to £2,000 from the church hall fund to renew the Jubilee room escape door.  Tony Barton said that the hall radiators were at the end of their life and needed replacing.  He will get quotes to do so.  Anne Thomas mentioned that the wifi signal was poor in the Jubilee room and damp was getting into the storage building at the rear of the hall.  The next clear-up time will be Saturday 14th February from 1.30 to 4pm in the hall.
  Remembrance Book.  The PCC agreed to increase the charge for adding a name to the book to £45.

26/05	Pastoral matters
  Kneelers.  Brian Thomson had circulated a proposal from Chris Gregory for a display of kneelers on the baptistry wall.  The cost is about £250. The PCC voted in favour of seeking a faculty for the display with 7 in favour and 4 against.  It was agreed to seek donations to cover the cost.
  Fund-raising events.  Those currently arranged are: - a Quiz evening on 7th March, Cafe O at the Revels on 20th June, a Summer Concert on 2nd July, a Jumble Sale on 10th October and a Christmas Fair on 14th November.  There will also be a Christian Aid Arts Cafe on Saturday 18th April. 

26/06	Donations Policy
The PCC approved the policy prepared by Vanessa Mackay and considered by the Pastoral Committee with the comment that the acceptance form was only necessary for donated items.  The policy makes clear the basis on which donations are accepted by the church.

26/07  Data Protection Policy
Brian Thomson reported that the Diocesan Data Protection Officer, Gordon Shrosbree, had recently provided comments on the policy.  A revised version will be presented at the next PCC.. 

26/08	Churches Together
Churches Together will run a Lent course.  The PCC agreed to adopt the Good Friday Walk of Witness for insurance purposes as in previous years.  Churches Together is planning a Youth Event on March 13th/14th and the PCC agreed to contribute up to £250 towards the cost.  It was mentioned that the Vicar of All Saints’, Revd Miriam Mugan, will retire in the summer.  

The Methodist church is giving up their long tradition of holding a Christmas tree festival.  The PCC agreed that St Oswald’s would like to be considered as part of a Churches Together rota for the event but would not be able to host it this year.  This is something for our new Vicar to think about together with other Christmas events in the church.

26/09  Other Business
  A member of the congregation has commented about the poor hygiene standards observed when Christingles were prepared this year.  This was noted for future reference.
  Preparing for the APCM.  Now that St Oswald’s electoral roll has fallen below 100, the church will have 2 representatives on the Deanery Synod and 9 elected members of the PCC.  Our existing Deanery representatives stand down this year.  5 of the existing PCC members will continue so there will be 6 vacancies altogether.  The PCC agreed to advertise the vacancies well in advance so that some new members would be encouraged to step forward.
  Tony Barton mentioned that a Church Times article had raised safeguarding concerns by suggesting that Soul Survivor will be involved with a recent award of funding to the Diocese for Mission and Ministry with young people.  The Diocese had issued a clarification saying that will not be the case.  Moreover, much has been done to strengthen safeguarding at Soul Survivor.  The new funding in the Watford area will focus on the parish of Christ Church.  However, there will be funding available to invest in developing youth leaders and to promote mission in schools.  That may be relevant to St Oswald’s.

The meeting closed with the grace.
Next meetings: PCC	Thur 26 Mar			FGPC	Thur 19 Mar 
Pastoral date to be fixed 				APCM	Sunday 26th April

